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PREFACE. 



I AM personally indebted to Mr. J. Michell, Her 
Majesty's Consul at St. Petersburg, for his able trans- 
lation of Prince Demidoff's Pamphlet, '' The Jewish 
Question. in Russia,^' from the Russian language into 
English, having previously obtained his gracious 
permission^ and also the special sanction of the 
English Foreign OflSce to undertake the work. 

Prince Demidoff Donato's brochure merits the 
fullest consideration, seeing that the Author is one of 
the wealthiest members of the Russian Aristocracy, 
and is at the same time one of the largest employers 
of labour in that Empire. He is a man of known 
impartiality, and a great authority on the Jewish 
question, having studied it for thirteen years at Kiew. 
His arguments are clear and conclusive. The statis- 
tical and historical data collected by the Prince are 
extremely valuable, both from the point of view of 
the actual political question and the history of our 
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Russian co-religionists. It is really remarkable how 
little is known of the history of the largest community 
of Jews in the world. I consider I am rendering 
an eminent service to the English Jews in furnishing 
them, at my own cost, with this excellent study, but 
nothing to be compared to that rendered to the Jews 
of the whole world by the Prince, and for which they 
ought to be truly gratefiil. 

H. GUEDALLA. 

Apiil, 1884. 






INTRODUCTION. 



The main features of the Jewish question in Russia 
have already been treated by us in a short Memoran- 
dum,^ and the present work presents only a develop- 
ment of the propositions therein laid down. 

Without attempting to deal exhaustively with this 
important subject, our present object is to present the 
chief outlines of the position of Jews in Russia, as 
viewed from its economical bearings to the State. 

In our opinion the essence of the Jewish question 
is in the abnormal social-economical condition of the 
life of the Russian Jews and Russian peasantry, which 
aflfords a convenient soil for the development of a 
spoliatory system of exploiting the resources and 

1 "A few words on the Jewish question, 1883." 
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productive powers of a country — a system which con- 
stitutes a crying evil in the present economical struc- 
ture of the Russian labouring classes. 

In most of the States of Western Europe where this 
evil also exists, and even perhaps in a higher degree 
than in Russia, the special modes of Jewish exploita- 
tion are altogether unknown, nor can it be said that 
any Jewieh question exists.^ There was, however, 
a time when those countries were also afflicted with 
su<5h a questipn, and in a form similar to that now 
prevailing in Russia ; this was namely the case when 
the Jews were a distinct class, deprived of the civil 
rights which were accorded to the native race, being 
thus ostracized as aliens and outcasts. But since 
the common rights of mankind have been extended 
to the Jews, and in countries where they have 
been placed on an equal footing as regards civil 
status with the citizens of other religious creeds, 
neither Jewish exclusiveness, nor systematic Jewish 
exploitation is visible ; and yet it is chiefly to Western 
Europe that the Jews owe all the singularities of their 



1 The anti-semitic agitation of recent origin, which has manifested itself 
in some parts of Austria-Hungary and Germany is to be attributed in 
the first country to the prevalence of national discord, and in the 
second, to strife of political parties. 
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national characteristics, acquired by them during the 
long period of persecution to which they were exposed 
in the middle ages. The character, habits and pursuits 
of a people and their national idiosyncracies, generally 
formed under the influence of certain historical con- 
ditions, though transmissabie from generatioh to 
generation, may yet gradually change and eventually 
disappear under the influence of new conditions of 
life, so soon as they no longer find a congenial soil for 
their culture and development. The exclusiveness 
and alienation of a certain portion of a population, or of 
an entire race, are generally tlie results of persecution 
under which individuals struggling to escape from 
the disadvantages of their position, closely ally them- 
selves with those similarly situated. This phenomenon 
finds apt illustration in the history of the Jewish race, 
which commencing from its original "dispersion" to 
the end of the eighteenth century, was exposed to the 
most cruel oppression and restraint in its religious 
and economic life. The extreme ignorance, religious 
fanaticism, as well as national and social narrow- 
mindedness of the period were the chief causes of the 
hostile attitude of the Christian populations towards 
the Jews. These factors manifest themselves through- 
out the whole history of the persecutions of the middle 
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ages in Western Europe. But with the development 
of true civilization and humane principles, intolerance 
of, and enmity towards the Jews gradually grow less 
and less and finally disappear altogether to the tran- 
quillity and well-being of the countries in which the 
Jews are domiciled. 



^ 



r-. . CHAPTER I. 



SKETCH OF THE HiaTORICAL PAST OF THE JEWS. 

Having passed from a patriarchal form of tribal 
existence through that of an agricultural theocracy 
and of an Eastern Empire, the present Jewish people 
resolved themselves principally into an industrial and 
a trading community. This social formation proceeded 
from the "dispersion" of the race, which process 
commenced long before the Christian era and its final 
period may be reckoned from the time of the Romans 
to the epoch of persecutions in tbe middle ages. The 
constant apprehension of danger to their lives and 
property under which the Jews laboured was one of 
the main actuating causes of their preference of 
movable property to land. This predilection pro- 
duced a whole series of generations severed from the 
soil and estranged from the plough ; thus was a race 
produced incapable of bearing the strain of the con- 
stant and severe physical exertion which falls to the 
lot of the agriculturist.^ 

The history of the Jews in Western Europe dividea 
itself into three periods, each differing in the spirit oi 
the relations of the Christian population towards the 

1 M. Solovieff — Legends and tcaditiona of the Talmud Veatnik Evropy 
for May, 1S83, p. 149. 



Jewisli race ; the first terminates witli tlie commence- 
ment of the Crusades ; tlie second lasts through these ] 
Crusades, while the third prevails from the end of the 
last centuiy. Prior to the epoch of the Crusades the 
relations of Christiana to the Jews were marked by 
a spirit of greater tolerance than that which was 
apparent during the succeeding period. Strong as 
religious fanaticism was even at that time, it was not 
then able to manifest itself in the form of such great 
cruelties as were practised against the heterodox Jews 
during the Crusades, Notwithstanding the animosity 
of the Christians towards the Jewish religion, the 
Jews were tolerated, and enjoyed considerable 
rights and general esteem as the depositaries and 
exponents of ancient classic lore, and particularly as 
the principal intermediaries in trade, in which the 
Chi'istians, enthralled by theirfeudal agricultural organ- 
ization, did not engage. The Jews, not being admitted 
into this organization, almost exclusively devoted their 
energies to trade, which was the only occupation in- 
disputably left to them. At the same time, being 
scattered all over the world, they were easily able to 
establish international commercial relations with diffe- 
rent countries, which considerably enlarged the sphere 
of their activity. But from the time of the Crusades 
the position of the Jews was entirely changed. Reli- 
gious fanaticism took the sanguinary form which led 
to the complete brutalization of the masses. Hatred 
towards the Jews, as unbelievers, was excited and grew 
to such proportions that they were destroyed in great 



numbers by fire and sword. Even long after the wars 
of tbe Crusades batred towards the Jews did not cease ; 
the smallest spark was sufficient to kindle a conflagra- 
tion which led to wholesale extermination of the Jewish 
population ; with tbia object the most absurd accusa- 
tions were made against the Jews, such as the use by 
them of Christian blood ; desecration of the host ; 
poisoning of wells ; they were also accused of being 
the cause of all kinds of national calamities which 
visited this or that country, for instance as the plague ; 
Siberian pestilence ; black death, etc.' 

After the Crusades the intolerance evinced towards 
the Jews in social economical respects grewin intensity. 
From this period trade and industry began to 
develope themselves among the Christian populations, 
who now strove to establish international commercial 
relations of their own and to drive the Jews from 
this sphere of human activity. In their struggle with 
feudalism the burgher classes formed themselves into 

1 Thns, in Fianconia, in the town uf Bettlingen, a. certain liindfteiscb 
taking advantage of a faiae report reapecting the poUution of ttie Host hj a 
Jew proclaimed that he was "choaen by tjie Almighty to exterminate the 
Jews," and his inatigations led to cruel persecutions. On the 20th April, 
1396, the inflamed populace burned all the Jews in the town ofRettlingen, 
and then proceeded to massacre them in other towns and hainlets ; in this 
manner, on the 24th July all theJewsin the town of Wiirzbur^ were killed; 
on the let August, those in Niirenburg met the same fute, and siiuilar 
Massacres subsequently took place in Mergenheitn, Newmarket, Hotenburg, 
Bamberg, Aschberg, Parhing, Wildenstein, eto, Frum Franconia and 
Bavaria the movement spread to Austria, and in the course of six months 
140 Jewish communities became the victims of fire and the sword. More 
than 10(1,000 Jews were slaughtered at this time. 

The whole history of the middle ages, from the time of the Crusades, 
abounds with similar horrible events. 



special corporations, commercial guilds and artisan 
aesociations, the apecial object all of which was to 
monopolise trade and handicraftB. Neither into 
guilds nor artificers' unions were the Jews received ; 
while agriculture they were not able to pursue as a 
calling. In this manner only one occupation was 
left to tbera, that of usury, which in those days was 
the only form of credit that existed, and which could 
not be dispensed with. It must be observed, more- 
over, that the Jews all the more readily adopted this 
occupation, seeing that it could not be monopolised 
by the Christians, who by canonical law were strictly 
forbidden to lend out money at interest, while at the 
same time the Jews in many places were even obliged 
to advance money on pledges to all who applied to 
them. In this manner, both by custom and law the 
Jews were forced to become money-lenders, and they 
in this shape seemingly found compensation for being 
debarred from other pursuits. Lastly, frequently 
expelled and driven from country to country and 
treated as being beyond the pale of the law, the Jews 
found that money served them as the only means of 
salvation and enabled them to purchase their right to 
existence. Moreover, during this period of frequent 
expulsions, money could be more readily concealed 
than any other kind of movable property. Thus, 
dating from the Crusades, to religious oppression was 
added a persecution of the Jews in pecuniary respects, 
which, while impelling them on the path of unpro- 
ductive pursuits, increased at the same time the 



general animosity against them. It is only at this 
period that historical records begin to contain 
complaints about the Jews despoiling the people. In 
Grermany, especially, the Jews were exposed to the 
bitterest persecutions, and they fled from thence in 
masses to Poland and Lithuania.^ 

To the sixteenth century, when the population of 
the towns in Poland was still inconsiderable, and trade 
and industry were but little developed, the Polish 
kings, being anxious to encourage these branches of 
national econdmy, extended to the Jews their special 
protection. But with the growth and development 
of the Christian population of the towns the Jews 
were gradually driven from the pursuit of trade and 
the exercise of various crafts. "With the organization 
of town municipalities and with the adoption by them 
of the Magdeburg Law, having for its object the 
establishment of exclusive privileges with regard to 
trade and handicrafts, we find frequent applications 
from various towns seeking to acquire for themselves 
special privileges, to the exclusion of the Je^ps in 
matters of trade and skilled labour.* 

In this manner the Jews, expelled from towns 
and excluded from industrial occupations, had re- 
course to such pursuits as were not protected by 
any privileges : they became money-lenders, retailers 
of brandy and small agents, and transferred their 

' Stobbe, Die Joden in Deutechland, Wahrend, d Mitteklters, 181)6, 
pp. 102-108. 

* The Bo-called " Priyile^ de non tolerandia Judajia." 



activity from the towns to email hamlets and 
villages, which further provoked the hatred of the 
Christian population and led to the adoption of 
restrictive measures against them on the part of the 
Government. 

In Lithuania the legal and social position of the 
Jews was more favourable. According to the in- 
vestigation of Professor Bershadsky,' the Jews, prior 
to the establishment of the Uniat Church in Liublin, 
( 1569) formed a class of freemen subject to the im- 
mediate jurisdiction of the great Prince and his 
constituted local authorities. The inviolability of 
Hfe and property, religious freedom, the right of icee 
locomotion, the unfettered pursuit of trade and in- 
dustry were the privileges accorded to the Jews, 
and we in effect find that usury was not their only 
pursuit, but that they also were engaged in trade, 
industry and agriculture.^ No nan-ow religions 
exclusiveness of race prevailed among them ; their 
relations to the rest of the population, to other creeds 
and nationalities, were as to each other. The 
Christian tribunals enjoyed undoubted respect among 
them, and they had recourse to them in all their 
suits and contentions with Christians, and even with 
individuals of their own race. Nevertheless, the 
attitude of the urban classes (the burghers and 

^ Bershadaky, S, The Lithuanian Jews, The history of their juridical 
and social position in Lithuania, 1388, 1569. St. Petersburg, 1883. 

2 So early as 893, whea the Jews first sought permission to settle in 
Poland, they endeavoured to obtain the allotment of vacant lands foi 
ikgriculture and cattle breeding. 



smaller nobles) was mimical, inasmuch as in the 
Jews they encountered dangerous rivals in trade 
and money dealings. "When in 1566 the nobles 
were enabled to give expression to their wishes in 
the form of laws, they endeavoured to satisfy their 
feelings of animosity against the Jews by passing 
the following enactments : " Let no Jews dare to go 
about dressed in costly garments and decked in gold 
chains, and their wives in gold and silver. No Jew 
shall have his sword or sabre ornamented with 
silver ; let his dress be distinctive to all. They 
shall wear yellow hats or caps, and their wives head- 
dresses of yellow linen, so that all may distinguish 
a Christian from a Jew. 

In the middle of the sixteenth century the power of 
the King began to decline, and that of the nobUity to 
gain greater ascendancy. The Liublin Uniat converted 
all the noble proprietors of land, into independent 
sovereigns, and all power practically became concen- 
trated exclusively in the hands of the landed aristo- 
cracy, Tlie noble class freed itself from all taxation, 
and the medituval idea began to prevail that the pro- 
fession of arms was alone compatible with the dignity 
of nobility ; that commercial and industrial callings 
degrade a man of gentle birth, etc. The spread of 
luxury, the acquisition by the nobility of the fertile 
lands of the Ukraine, together with the growing dis- 
taste among this class for regular labour, gave rise to 
the creation of a class of servitors ready with their 
capital and labour to minister to the increasing re- 



quirements of the nobles ; the enslavement of the 
peasantry spread wider and took deeper root, and 
the Jews became in the hands of the all-powerful lords 
the instruments for the despoilment of the enslaved 

peasantry. Churches as well as estates, were rented 
to them. The noble landlords sought to squeeze 
what they possibly could out of their serfs, among 
whom hatred of the Jews and their patrons steadily 
increased, and finally found expression in a series of 
popular outbursts known under the name of " Haid- 
amachiny," or exploits of the Haidaraaks. 

With the decline of respect for judicial authority 
and administrative power, as also with the develop- 
ment of the rights of the strongest, the individual, 
finding his life, property, and interests in jeopardy, 
was compelled in self defence to screen himself 
behind some organized associations bound together by 
a community of interests. Thus fraternities, guilds 
and artisan corporations sprang into existence among 
the Christians, The first signs of exclusiveness began 
now to appear among the Jews, and their organizations 
for mutual support to spread. The Lithuanian Jews 
united themselves with those of Poland, and withdrew 
themselves within their own communities, adopting 
the same views as to the autonomy of their tribunals 
and administration that prevailed at an earlier period 
among their brethren in Poland. At the same time 
the joint responsibility towards the government in 
respect of taxes laid the first and chief foundation to 
the Kahal, or consistorial organization of the Jewish 



communities. Under the supremacy of the Polish 
nobility, Jewish isolation and esclusiveness grew more 
and more marked, and reached its apogee in the seven- 
teenth century, when all Jewish individuality became 
merged in Jewish unification. 

Although animosity towards the Jews continued to 
eiist during the seventeenth and eighteenth ceutuiiea 
in Western European countries, it was nevertheless not 
accompanied by the same bloodshed and violence to 
which the Jews had been previously subjected. The 
intolerance shown towards them partook principally 
of a social economic character. At last towards the 
end of the eighteenth centurv the Jews were granted in 
France and Germany the same civil and political rights 
as were enjoyed by the rest of the population ; by 
degrees an equality of rights was also accorded to 
them in other Western European countries ; after which 
Jewish insulation and exclusiveness gradually disap- 
peared, and the Jews amalgamating with the Christian 
races by community of interests, the chai*acter of 
their activity, even that of their lowest 
improved at the same time considerably. 



CHAPTER II. 



BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETCH OF RUSSIAN LEGISLATl 
BESPECTING THE JEWS. 

Almost to the end of the last century Russian legis- 
lation with regard to the Jews partook of an extremely 
intolerant character ; not only permanent residence 
in Russia was prohibited to Jews, but they were even 
not allowed to make any temporary stay in the 
country ; those who were within its confines and 
would not embrace the orthodox Greek faith, were 
expelled across the frontier altogether. The chief 
cause of this hostility to the Jews proceeded from 
religious intolerance and a desire to shield the native 
Christian population from the influence of the Jewish 
religion, as is evidenced by the answer given in the 
middle of the sixteenth century by the Russian 
Government to the King of Poland in reply to his 
request that Jews should be allowed to enter Hussia 
for purposes of trade ; " It is not seemly that Jews 
should come to Russia because they pervert the 
Russians from Christianity' " etc. The same reasons 
formed the basis of subsequent legislation. According 



1 Bantysh-Kamenaky. Correspondence between Euaaia and Poland. 
Proceedings of the Moscow Society of history and antiquities for 1868. 
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to the testimony of Mr. VaradinofF, the official 
historian of Russian administration, " the history of 
all the cases since 1649, involving Jewish religious 
matters, bears on it the stamp of mistrust to the 
followers of the law of Moses, because the Jews, 
by their false doctrines, convert to their faith not 
only Christians, but persons belonging to other 
religious persuasions ; in consequence of this the 
civil rights of the Jews were more or less restricted, 
and their settlement in Russia was prohibited ; 
they were also on several occasions entirely expelled 
across the Russian frontiers.^ The code of Alexis 
Mlkhailovitch provides punishment of death for the 
perversion of a Christian to the Jewish faith.^ In 
1676 Jews were prohibited from coming to Moscow 
from Smolensk, and in 1727 an order was promul- 
gated to the effect that ' all Jews found to be residing 
in the Ukraine and in any Russian towns, shall be 
immediately expelled beyond the frontier and not be 
allowed under any circumstances to enter Russia ; ' " 
a proviso was at the same time made that before 
leaving the country they were to exchange all their 
gold and silver coins for copper money.^ In 1742 
another Ukaz was published for the expulsion of the 
Jews out of Russia (" of all Jews of whatsoever rank 
aud condition ") and for their non-admission in future 

1 Varadinoff. History of the Ministry of the Interior, Vol. L, part 2, 
p. ISO. 

2 Observation No. 441, in continuation of Vol. L of Code of Laws of 
iluasian Empire. 

B Observation No. 5063 in continuation of VoL Til. of Code of Laws. 
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into Russia, with the exception of those who embraced 
the Greek orthodox religion.' In the following year 
the Empress Elizabeth recorded a minute in her own 
hand on a report presented to her by the Senate, re- 
commending that Jews be allowed temporarily to 
visit Little Russia and Riga, " for the furtherance of 
the interests of the State and for the development of 
trade," to the following effect, that " she sought no 
gain at the hands of enemies of Christianity." " In 
these few words is expressed the whole spirit of the 
old Russian policy pursued towards the Jews. The 
religious intolerance of the Empress Elizabeth towards 
the race was evinced not only in general measures 
adopted against them, but likewise in particular cases ; 
for instance, in that of the once famous Doctor 
Sanchez. Invited to Russia in 1731, he became 
Court Physician, chief of the medical branch of the 
army, and member of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences. In 1749, however, when the Empress dis- 
covered that he was of the Jewish faith, he waa 
struck off the list Academicians and was obliged to 
leave the country. " Her Majesty," wrote Shuvaloff 
to Raaumovsky, " has much regard for men of learn- 
ing, and patronises the arts and sciences in a high 
degree, but she also desires that the members of her 
academy should be good Christians ; she has learned, 
however, that Dr. Schansez does not belong to the 
number of these." Thus it was on account of his 

1 ObservatioD No. 8673 in continuation of Vol. XL of Code of Laws. 
s Observation No. 8840 in continuation of VoL XI. of Code of Laws. 
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Judaism, and not for political reasons, that he was 
deprived of hia offices.^ 

In 1762, soon after the accession to the throne 
of the Empress Catherine II., when the Jewish 
question was again raised, and the Senate unani- 
mously recognised the utility of admitting Jews into 
Russia, the Empress, in view of the agitation of the 
public mind then prevailing, ordered the matter to 
be deferred to a more convenient moment,^ and in 
the same year re-enacted the former prohibition as 
regards the arrival and settlement of Jews in Hussia. 
Exception to this was made in 1764 in favour of the 
Jews inhabiting the village of Vetka, in Lithuania, 
who had joined the Russian sect of Old Believers.^ 
In another portion of her memoirs the Empress 
Catherine II. says with respect to the exclusion of 
Jews from Russia that " their admission into Russia 
might have occasioned much injury to our small 
tradesmen,* 

Such were the relations to the Jews to the year 
1772, i.e., until the annexation to Russia of the so- 
called White Russian region (Beloruski Krai), and 
later, of other Polish- Lithuanian provinces, a con- 

• How even people of the highest rank in Russia re;;arded the Jews may 
be seen from the following fact ; — " In 1738, Mavni Egorovaa Shiivaloff, 
reaching the town of Nejtn, was very much, surprised at the presence of 
many Jews there, and wrote to the Empress Elizabeth : 'The Jewa are 
very numerous and I saw them, the dogs.'" — Euaaki Arkbiy, 1870, p. 2S0. 

I Account by the Empresa Catherine of her own reign. Busaki 
Arkhiv, p. 492. 

= Observervation Noh. 11,720-12,260 in continnation of Vol. XIV. of 
Code of Laws. 

* The Zaria Journal, Vol. VI., " Catherine as an authoress," 
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aiderable part of the population of wliich consisted of 1 
Jews. It was then no longer possible to deal "with 
the Jews by expelling them across the frontier. 
Catherine II., being a pupil of the philosophei's of the 
eighteenth century, difference of religious creed waa 
a matter to which she personally attached but little 
importance ; the policy of her Government conse- 
quently towards the Jews assumed a more tolerant 
character, particularly in view of the necessity of ' 
taking cognizance of the Jews inhabiting the newly 
acquired provinces. 

In 1786 was promulgated the first law " respecting 
the protection of the rights of the Jews in Russia," 
and it was then that the well known principle was 
proclaimed that "everyone, irrespective of creed, 
shall enjoy under the laws all the advantages and 
privileges of his rank and condition." ^ 

This theory, however, did not find application in 
practical life. Although by the law of 1786 the 
Jews were allowed freely to enroll themselves 
in the Trade and Burgher guilds, and to enjoy all 
the rights accorded to these classes, on an equality 
with other citizens, but the operation of this law 
did not extend beyond the limits assigned for the 
permanent residence of the Jews. In the Ukaz 
of 1791 it is directly stated "that Jews do not 
possess the right of inscribing themselves as merchants 
in the towns and sea ports of the empire, but are only 
allowed to enjoy the privileges of citizens and 

1 Observation No. 16,391 mcantinuatiOQOf Vol.XXII.of Code of Lawii. 
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burghers in White Russia." At the same time this 
regulation was extended to the province of Ekater- 
inoslav and the country of the Taurida.^ Later, in 
1794 it was ordered that " double taxes, as compared 
with those imposed on Christian merchants and 
burghers, shall be levied on the Jews who may have 
taken advantage of the above permission."^ Theevident 
contradiction of the above cited edicts with the broad 
principle of equality " according to rank and condition, 
without difference of creed and race," clearly shows 
that this principle only existed on paper, and that the 
legislature, in all the practical measures adopted with 
reference to the Jews was actuated, by completely 
different motives, which were in reality founded on 
considerations of monopoly, intolerance, and narrow- 
minded utilitarianism. Owing to the predominance 
of these views, the chief basis of the Kalial or consis- 
torial organization of the Jewish communities — the 
independent apportionment of taxes among themselves 
— remained unchanged ; although officially the activity 
of the consistoriums was somewhat restricted, yet in 
consequence of the exclusive condition of the Jewish 
communities in point of taxation, the coiisistoriums 
continued in reality to exist, as is testified, among 
others, by Derjavin the poet, who was sent in the 
earlier part of the reign of the Emperor Paul to the 
country of White Russia to investigate the economic 
condition of the peasantry. In his memorandum he 
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says "they (the Jews) have consistorittms, which 
arbitrarily rule them. At the time of annexation of 
the White Ilussian country these institutions were 
suffered to remain in existence without any modifi- 
cation, solely, it must be supposed, on account of the 
convenience they presented for the collection of taxes. 
In these consistoHums all religious and civil matters 
are regnlated and the allotment of Crown dues and 
imports for commercial requirements arranged." ^ 

"During the reign of the Emperor Paul no important 
change in the condition of the Jews was made, with 
the exception of their being allowed to reside in the 
Province of Courland, where they had, however, been 
settled for more than 200 years. At this time was 
likewise reenacted the old law, imposing double taxes 
on the Jews ; those Jews who refused to satisfy this 
exaction were allowed, on payment of three years' 
double taxes, to leave the empire, and those who after 
careful investigation proved unable to pay such three 
years' double taxes were ordered to be expelled across 
the frontier, without exacting such payment from 
them," 

In 1800, however, a special regulation was issued 
to the effect that all Jews failing to pay three years' 
double taxes, instead of being sent out of the country, 
were to be sent for labour in the government mines.^ 

In 1804 was issued a new law concerning the Jews, 

1 Archives of historical and practical information reapecting Rusaia, 
Kalacheff, Book 4, 1660, 

2 Observauon No. 1,9400 in continuatioD of Voi. XXVI. of Code ofLiiwa. 



the provisions of which were recognized to be framed 
(as stated in the Ukaz which accompanied this enact- 
ment) " as much in a spirit of moderation and a sincere 
wish for the amelioration of the condition of the Jews, 
as in the true interests of the aboriginal population 
among whom the " Jews are allowed to live." The 
main features of this law consisted in the right accorded 
under it to the Jews to send their children to all the 
schools of the empire, and in the inducements held out 
with a view to their engaging in agricultural pursuits, 
and establishing manufactories, for which purposes 
Buch Jews who were not able to purchase or lease land 
from landowners, were allowed to settle on Crown 
lands, situated in those provinces in which the Jews 
were permitted to reside, as also in the province of 
Astrakhan and in the Caucasus. At the same time 
in paragraph 29 of this law, it was said that " when 
the Jews shall evince in agriculture, commerce, and 
manufacturing industry, diligence and application, the 
government will adopt the necessary measures for 
equalizing the taxes imposed on them with those levied 
on the other subjects of the empire." But together 
with these benevolent provisions, which were really 
" in consonance with a spirit of moderation and soli- 
citude for the Jews." Article 34 of the law ordered the 
removal of all Jews from villages and hamlets into the 
towns. This measure was based on the assumption 
that the Jews wrought injury to agriculture and in- 
dustrial trades by holding land on lease, farming dram 
shops and small wayside inns which was henceforth 
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strictly forbidden under the penalty of a fine from 100 
to 200 roubles, and banishment to Siberia. 

Landowners and police officials were also exposed 
to severe punishment for permitting Jews to farm 
roadside inns and dram houses and similar places. 
But these restrictions remained inoperative owing to 
the great difficulties which their enforcement en- 
comitered. This was reported by aU the local 
authorities, and Count Kurakin, the Minister of the 
interior, submitted on the 23rd December, 1808, the 
substance of all these reports to the Emperor in a 
special memorandum. In it the following reasons were 
set forth which rendered the enforcement of Article 34 
of the Law impossible ; " Many hamlets figure only 
nominally under the denomtnationof towns, and Jews, 
if transferred thither, would find in such places no 
means of li^'elihood owing to the fact that no branches 
of town industry exist there. Government manu- 
factories there are none in such localities, nor are any 
private industrial establishments to be found there. 
The Crown lands on which Jews could be settled 
are of very limited extent in the provinces assigned 
for the residence of the Jews ; thus m the province of 
Grodno there are only 200 dessiatins of such land, 
and during the first year several hundred Jewish 
famLUes notified their desire to occupy them for agri- 
cultural purposes. That the removal of the Jews 
from their present abodes would involve great 
expenditure, and could not be effected within a short 
period of time, in view of existing high prices for 
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everything and the liability of the Jews to the pay- 
ment of treble taxes which greatly burthens them. " ^ 
On the strength of these representations, an Ukaz 
was issued on the 29th December, 1808, suspending 
the eviction of the Jews from villages until further 
orders, and in 1809 a special commission was 
appointed under the presidency of Privy CounciHor 
Popoff for the elaboration of measures by means of 
which the Jews " might be restrained from pursuing 
their present sole occupation — that of retailing com 
brandy in villages — and induced to gain their liveli- 
hood by labour," and the Ukaz further stated that 
" the impossibility of removing the Jews from their 
present locations arises only from their great poverty, 
which renders them incapable of supplying themselves 
with the necessary outfit for any new mode of life 
they might wish to adopt. At the same time the 
Government cannot undertake to settle them all in 
new places," The other members of the commis- 
sion were the actual State Councillor, Alekseyeff ; 
Kazodavleff, Assistant Minister of the Interior; Privy 
Councillor Count Pototsky, and State Councillor 
Drujinin." 

The results of the labours of this Commission, 
which sat three years, were embodied in an extensive 
report, dated the 17th February, 1812. As this 
document is not devoid of interest even in the present 
day, we shall here give a digest of it. 

1 OrshaDBky, J. Eussiun le^ialiition in re^rd to the Jews. St. Peters- 
burg, 1877, pp. 278-379. 
- Observation No 2a,435 in continuation of Vol. XXX. of Code of Laws. 
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Firtitly. the Commission was of opinion that the 
iuipOKJiibiltty of carrying the provisions of paragraph 
M of the Law of 1804, "did not arise from the 
olwtinacy of the Jews and remissness of the authori- 
tieH, hut from the natural and political condition of 
those provinccB to which the residence of the Jews is 
restricted." The report then states that while the 
Jews retained their political independence and lived 
in their own country, they were an agricultural people. 
Subsequently when they were dispersed over the 
whole world, and everywhere subjected to the bitterest 
pcirsecution, unrecognised as regular citizens of the 
countries in which they were domiciled, agriculture 
iHJcamc to them an inaccessible pursuit. They were 
thus necessarily obliged to have recourse to trade as 
the sole means of occupation according with their 
new condition of life. In Poland the Jews were so 
numerous that the pursuit of trade alone was insuffi- 
cient for their subsistence, On the other hand, the 
Polish landlords, owing to constant wars and internal 
strife, were not able to manage their own estates in a 
proper manner. They were, therefore, obliged to 
seek special means for increasing the revenue of their 
pTOperticB, for instance, by distilling brandy, lease of 
farms, etc. The con-elation of these two causes 
led to the utilization of the Jews by the landed 
proprietors in their domestic concerns. The Jews 
became indispensable to the landed proprietors, and as 
tlicy did not possess the right to acquire land and 
engage in agriculture, they were obliged, while re- 
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siding in villages, to confine themselves to a retail 
sale of spirits as a main pursuit. When White- Russia 
was annexed to Russia, the Russian Government 
recognised all the previously existing rights of the 
Jews. The Ukaz of the Senate of 1786 confirmed 
their right of residence in provincial districts and 
their faculty of holding estates on lease. Thus it 
was until 1804, when orders were issued for the 
eviction of the Jews from villages. The immediate 
object of this law was the suppression of drunkenness 
among the rural population. The distillation of 
brandy, however, is a privilege of all landed pro- 
prietors, and forms a necessary adjunct to the process 
of agriculture. With the departure of the Jews, the 
retail sale of spirits would be carried on by tapsters 
of the native rural class, so that drunkenness would 
not diminish, but only a decrease would take place 
in the number of agriculturists. A peasant had 
previously been in the habit of selling his com on the 
spot to a Jew, but now he was obliged to proceed to 
the neai-est town, at a loss of time and labour, to sell 
his produce to a Jew, and the money realised he 
would still spend on brandy bought from the same 
Jew. The same result would ensue in the purchase 
by the peasant of articles required by him, such as 
iron, salt, etc. The commission also found it un- 
advisable to allow the Jews to reside in villages under 
the prohibition of their not engaging in the retail sale 
of brandy ; this opinion was founded on the following 
considerations : The Jews who inhabit villages belong 
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to tlie poorest class, and if not allowed to sell spirits 
they would be deprived of all means of subsistence. 
The poverty of the peasantry of White Russia is not 
caused by the Jews, and this is proved by the fact 
that there are also many Jews in the South Western 
provinces, yet the peasantry there are in a more 
prosperous condition than those populating White 
Russia. So long as the laiidloi*ds of this latter region 
continue to adhere to their present system of working 
their estates, which encourages drunkenness, the evil 
will spread, be the village tapster who he may, either 
Jevr or native peasant. This is confirmed by the 
example of the provinces of Petersburg, Livonia and 
Esthonia, where there are no Jews, and yet drunken- 
ness is very prevalent. Should the Government 
adopt the proper measures for making the sale of 
brandy less lucrative, the Jews would be obliged to 
turn to other pursuits, perhaps to those of husbandry, 
especially if tbey be accorded the right of purchasing 
land. If the Jews be interdicted to sell brandy, such 
sale would be carried on by the peasants, who in 
order to increase their landlord's revenue will be 
obliged to do the same as the Jews. It should also 
be borne in mind that the Jews, with all their 
aptitude and experience in matters relating to the 
Bale of spirits, never enriched themselves by this 
calling, but only earned enough for their subsistence. 
It would also be impossible to convert all Jews into 
traders and artisans ; firstly because they would not 
find sufficient occupation in the towns and hamlets, 
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where there ib no demand for a great supply of 
services of this kind, and secondly because great 
injury would be inflicted on those Jews who are 
already engaged in these pursuits. As a matter of 
fact, the retail sale of spirits in the "Western pro- 
vinces is only carried on by those Jews who are 
unable to find any other means of existence. The 
Jews adhere to their present occupations because, 
owing to the want of meana, the Government are 
unable to effect any radical change in their condition. 
Lastly, the Commission arrived at the conclusion that 
it was necessary to rescind entirely paragraph 34 of 
the Law of 1804.' 

This paragraph, however, was not cancelled by 
legislative procedure, although it remained practically 
inoperativethroughoutthe reign of Alexander the First; 
at a later period it was taken advantage of and applied 
in cases whenever it was thought necessary to expel the 
Jews from a certain province or town. In consequence 
of this, the position of the Jews became very unstable 
and uncertain, ao that they lived in daily fear of being 
driven away from their places of abode. These appre- 
hensions were all the more founded in view of the 
jealousy and animosity evinced towards the Jews by 
town communities, who frequently petitioned the 
government for the expulsion of the Jews from their 
midst. Such a petition was received in 1810 from the 
burghers of Kieff, who alleged that it was necessary 

1 Orahanak;. J. Russian legUlatioD reepecting the Jews. St. Petera- 
barg, 1877 ; pp. 280-284. 
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to expel the Jews for the preservation of the ancient 
privileges of tlie town, under which it was forbidden 
to all persons of this race to enroll themselves as 
burghers tliereof, and to reside and trade therein ; also J 
with a view to the suppression of the disorders, liti- 
gations, and disputes engendered by theui.' This 
request, however, was refused on the following groimds : 
The Jews, it was replied, " began to settle in Kieff by 
general permission in 1794, and in 1801 an Imperial 
order was issued prohibiting their cjcpulsion from that 
town. Consequently the presence of the Jews in lueff 
lias been legally tolerated for more than fifteen years, 
and their ejection would be attended with dire ruin to 
them. Moreover, by law, towns are assigned to them 
as places of residence, and not villages, where their 
presence is not of such beneficial effect. If some of 
their body do create disorders by their mode of life 
and occupation, in such case it is the duty of the local 
authorities to suppress all disturbances by legal means.'" 
liut in the succeeding reign, when the internal policy 
of the government was very hostile to tlie Jews, the 
citizens of Kieff renewed their application for the 
expulsion of the Jews from their town, and on this 
occasion they attained their object. 

In 1827 an Ukaz was issued enjoining the removal 
of the Jews from Kieff. According to the testimony 
of Juravsky, the well known historian of the province 



1 Onhaneky, J., Russian legislntion respecting tbe Jen«, St. Petersburg 
1877, pp. 280-2H4. 
1 ObMrvation No. 24,098 in continuation of Code of Law, Vol. XXXI. 
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ofKiefF, "jealousy of the Christiiin traders was the 
main cause of their frequent expulsion from this town,"' 
The justice of this concluBion is confirmed by official 
documents. As the Ukaz of 1827 could not be carried 
into execution owing to the great obstacles it 
encountered, and when in 1833 this question was again 
raised, General Levashoff, Military Governor of ICieff, 
reported that in his opinion he considered "it desirable 
on the ground of public utility to allow the Jews to 
remain in Kieff, where, by the simplicity and modera- 
tion of their mode of life, tliey are able to sell com- 
modities at a cheap rate." His Excellency further 
stated that " it may positively be asserted that their 
expulsion would not only lead to an enhancement of 
prices of many products and articles, but that it will 
not be possible to obtain these at all. Under these cir- 
cumstances the interests of the mass of the inhabitants 
must be prefen-ed to the personal advantages which 
the Christian trading class would derive by the ejection 
of the Jews." ^ 

Petitions were also presented from other towns, 
seeking the deportation of the Jews, and these demands 
were mostly based on iincient Polish and Lithuanian 
privileges. 

Thus in 1829, and on many subsequent occasions, 
the government had under examination various 
petitions from merchants and burghers of the Baltic 
provinces, praying for the diminution of the number 



1 statistical descriptio: 
3 Observation, No. 6,J 



of the Province of Kieff, Vol. 1, p. 261. 
.8, in continuaitioii of Code of Laws, Vol, VIII, 
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of Jews, and an interdiction for them to reside and 
trade in certain towns,' Many of these petitions met 
with success, and the residence of Jews in the Baltic 
provinces was restricted by various regulations which 
partly remain in force even to the present day. 

In 1833 the inhabitants of the town of Kameneta- 
Podolsk also petitioned for the removal of the Jews 
from their town, on the strength of Polish pri^'ileges, 
granted in 1594.* 

The Karaim Jews of the town of Trok, in the 
province of Vilna, urged their privileges in 1829, and 
succeeded in obtaining the expulsion of the Jews from 
their town.' 

In 1838, in Wilna, the old privileges were re- 
established, prohibiting the Jews from residing in 
the best part of the town.* 

In 1846 the guild of blacksmiths of the town of 
Jitomir complained of the injury inflicted by the 
Jews on their calling. The Provincial Chamber of 
Administration, finding that the Jews, although 
they paid the established guild dues and worked 
expertly, yet that they did not possess master 
blacksmiths' licences, attesting their efficiency, pro- 
hibited them from pursuing their craft. This 
decision, however, was rescinded by the Governor 
General, who found it prejudicial to the interests of 

1 Obserration 2,8M ia continuation of Code of Laws, Vol. lY . 

* Obaerv^ition 5,950 in continuation of Code of Laws, Vol, VIH. 

s Observations 3,136 to Vol. IV., and 9,626 to Vol.XI.,iDContiiiQatioQ 
of Code of Laws. 

* Observation 10,908 to Vol. XJII, in continuation of Code of Laws. 



the inhabitants at large, seeing that the number of 
Christians who worked as blacksmiths in the town 
was very inconsiderable.' 

The Christian community of the town of Knyshin 
(province of Grodno), taking their stand on the 
privileges granted to that town by the Polish 
Grovemment, petitioned the local authorities to 
prohibit the Jews of the place from acquiring im- 
movable property and engaging in industrial pursuits 
in that town ; and in 1845 an order, sanctioned by 
the Emperor, was issued to the effect that all Jews 
who had come to Knyshin from other parts of the 
country were to be expelled from thence. Subse- 
quently the Christian commxinity discovered that the 
presence of the Jews in their town was beneficial to 
themselves, and they then, of their own accord, 
petitioned for the revocation of the previous Order, 
which was accordingly annulled in 1858.* 

In 1836 a measure was adopted, prohibiting the 
retail sale of spirits by Jews in villages belonging to 
landed proprietors in the Novorossiisk region and in 
Bessarabia ; this interdiction was called forth by a 
series of appeals to the Excise Administration of 
Novorossiisk by the brandy farmers in general, who 
complained that the activity of the Jews was banefiil 
to their particular interests.* 



1 ObBerration 21,031 to Vol. XXI. in contiDuation of Code of Laws. 
^ Obaerratioa No. 33,721 audaddeoduDitocoiituiuatioaDf Vol. XXIII. 
of Code of Lawa. 
* Obaerratioa 10,012 in continuation of Tol. XII. of Code of Lam, 
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We BuppoBe that the cases above cited Bufficiently 
show the degree of social-economical toleration ex- 
tended to the Jews bj' the inhabitants of the towns. 
Thus we find on the one hand the Government and 
proprietors of estates striving to eject the Jews out of 
villages and hamlets, and on the other, efforts made 
by the urban classes to drive them out of the towns, 
the latter in many cases successfully attaining their 
object. Under such circumstances it was difficult to 
arrive at any fixed results. An issue out of the 
dilemma was apparently discovered in an attempt to 
encourage the Jews to adopt agriculture as a means 
of livelihood, with which object, and in conformity 
with the law of 1804, about 30,000 dessiatins 
{81,000 acres) of crown land were allotted to them ; 
this land, however, was not situated in provinces 
adjoining those parts of the country in which Jews 
could legally reside, but in the distant and almost 
unpopulated Novorossiisk region, to which conse- 
quently they could not, owing to its inaccessibility 
easily transfer themselves and their belongings. 
In 1806 many Jews, who had evinced a desire to take 
to agricultural pursuits, settled on these lands, and in 
1810, 600 Jewish families, numbering 3,640 persons 
of both sexes, were transferred to the province of 
Kherson (region of Novorossiisk) ; with this, however, 
the scheme of settlement terminated, for in the same 
year the Governor of Kherson reported that the 
*' mortality among the settlers was very great, and 
that no more Jews must be sent to the province." 
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And, in reality, the position of the first Jewish 
colonists, who belonged chiefly to the most destitute 
members of the Jewish communities, was most deplor- 
able. Physically weak, exhausted by preceding 
privations, and the hardships of protracted travel, 
and completely ignorant of agriculture, they reached 
a country almost devoid of population, and the virgin 
soil of which, for its cultivation, demanded severe 
labour and a knowledge of agriculture. To these 
were added other drawbacks ; the new colonists were 
unaccustomed to the peculiarities of the climate ; no 
habitations were provided for them ; they lacked 
agricultural implements and farming stock ; the 
failure of harvests was frequent, etc. At the same 
time the towns that were springing up on the 
Novorossiisk region /Odessa, Kherson, etc.), attracted 
the Jewish colonists to themselves, so that by degrees 
they became absorbed by these towns, which pre- 
sented to them a wide and more congenial field for 
industrial and commercial activity. 

In this manner, the first attempt at colonizing the 
Jews, with a view to training them to agriculture, was 
not attended with success. But the settlement of the 
Jews m the Novorossiisk region, suspended in 1810, 
was renewed in 1822 and continiied to 1860 and a 
little later, until the government became convinced at 
last of the impracticability of the system of artificially 
converting the Jews into agriculturists by administra- 
tive rules and tutelage. Among the many causes, 
some of which have been already alluded to, that led 
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to a failure of the Jewish colonies were the irksome 
rules established for their control, and founded on 
those introduced by Arakcheyeff in the Military 
Colonies of Norgorod. The numerous staff of func- 
tionaries, consistiBg mostly of retired military men, 
(officers and sergeants) devoted their energy not so 
much to the development of the prosperity of the 
colonies they were charged with administering, as to 
the furtherance of their own personal interests. But 
a very small portion of the enormous sums which were 
disbursed by the government for the requirements of 
the colonies were really devoted to the purpose in- 
tended. Out of 175 roubles allotted to each family 
for providing themselves with the necessary farming 
stock and implements, only 30 roubles were actually 
paid to them. The other portion of the money was 
employed by the administrative officials in building 
tenements for the colonists and purchasing agricultural 
implements, both of which proved worthless, so that 
the settlers were obliged to spend the 30 roubles given 
them in cash in repairing their houses and implements 
and were unable to procure other articles necessary 
for their own equipment. For the correction of the 
indolent, it was specially enacted that these should be 
subjected to the punishment of flogging and incar- 
ceration, while those who proved incorrigible were to 
be deported to Siberian settlements. 

Such severity of irule and irksome administrative 
supervision, instead of proving beneficial, only checked 
the development of the colonies and made agriculture 
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distasteful to all those who wished to engage in it. 
Lastly the distance of the points selected for coloni- 
zation could likewise not conduce to the success of the 
scheme, ^ 

1 lu illustmtion of wlmt we have said respectitiK tbe estHblishnieut of 
the Jewish agricultural colonies we may here cite iin officL-J document on 
the subject extracted from the Archives of the Kherson — Beasarabian Board 
of Adiainistration : — 

" Previous to 1846 the colonization of Jews in the Province of Kherson 
fluctuated a {^reat deal. In I84G the Province of Ekaterinoslav was also 
assigned for future Jewish settlements, and it waa contemplated to estab- 
lish there 285 fwuiliea from Vitebsk, who were willing to take to agricul- 
ture. The organisation of these colonies was entrusted by the coniniittee 
of supervision to 8tenipe!, the superintendent of the Mariupol and 
BeidichefT settlements, to whose control the colonies were to have been 
delivered not later than the IBth December, 1646. At this period 
however, no hubitdtions for the new settlers had been erected. In colony 
No. 1, Stenipel found only lOliuta, the walls of which consisted of inter- 
laced lath-wood i two were in course of completion, and four had only 
been commenced. Stempel even then predicted that these hovels, built 
of frozen materials and during severe frost, by half frozen workmen, would 
fall to pieces during the summer heats and with the first winds. The 
Board, however, disregarded his warning, and continued to urge the com- 
pletion of the buildings. By the 2l6t February, 1847, 117 houses were 
reported as finished ; of these not one was really completed, and for 30 
the corner posts had only been erected. The huts were small and so low 
that a man of average stature could not stand upright in the rooms. 
Moreover, the buildings had been built without any foundations, and on 
low lying ground, so that the damp must have inevitably struck into the 
walls. 'Similar buildings,' wrote Stempel to the committee, 'have pro- 
bably never been erected for human beings, and as regards durability 
nothing worse could be constructed.' The committee, in their report to 
the minister, stated that some of the houses had fallen to pieces before 
they were occupied by the Jews, while others on official inspection were 
found to be in a state of decay. In this manner, instead of houses, which 
had cost the Government enormous sums, the Jews found only ruins, and 
at the same time the Provincial Board already accused the colonists of not 
keeping their tenements in good repair. 

" ' The cold, damp, autumnal air in these parts,' wrote Stempel to the 
comnuttee on the 16th September, 1847, ' is already making itself fell, 
and in view of the existing epidemic may produce most dial 



Some attempts were made to colonize the Jews 
even in Siberia. Thus in 1835, 15,154 dessiatins 
(about 41,000 acres) wei-e allotted for the settlement 
of Jews in the Tobolsk and Omsk provinces, and 
1317 Jews migrated thither. 

In 1837 13,336 dessiatuas (about 36,000 acres) 
were allotted for the same purpose, and Jews began 
to flock thither in gi-eat numbers. In the same year, 
however, an Imperial order was issued prohibiting in 
future the settlement of Jews in Siberia, and those 
who were on their way thither were turned back and 
compelled to settle in the pro\'ince of Kherson, Such 
rapid legislative changes, in connection with other 
unfavourable conditions, naturally paralyzed the bene- 
volent intentions of the government for the develop- 
ment of agricultural pursuits among the Jews.^ 

umong the Jews, who are housed in small dwup buildings, and ia some 
colonies Ihey live in barns and similar structures, or aluiost in the open 
uir.' Foreseeing the great hardships they would have to endurti, the Jews 
sought permission to reconstruct the Louses, themselves, but this was not 
granted them. Stempel then requested that the Jews might be allowed 
to pass the winter in the neighbouring villages ; diis also was refused, and 
the Jews were ordered at once to occupy the houses prepared for them. 
According to Stempel the eniigrunts were driven with great cruelty out 
of the villages in which they had sought refuge. It ia not diflicidt to 
conceive what the Jews suffered in their new abodes. Cold and dampness 
brought on scurvy among them. The walls of 83 houses consisted of thin 
lath-wood, which had become denuded by the fitlling off of the mud 
pkstering ; in 23 houses the stoves collapsed ; in IS the chimneys fell 
down ; in four the beams of the ceilinfa broke in two," etc. (Report of 
the 15lh February, 1849, No. 116.) 

1 The following curious particulars relating to the settlement of Jews 
in Siberia are extracted from the Archives of the Ministry of ImperiiJ. 
domnins : Beniendorfti chief of the " third, or political section of police," 
writes as follows to Count Kerseleff, Minister of thelmperial Domains; "It 



As regards that portion of the law of 1804 which 
allowed the Jews to send their children to all schools, 
although in pfinciple it may have posBessed great 
signification among them, in practice it had no 
real import. For the Jewish masses, elementary 
education was requisite, as being more in accordance 
with their means and position ; but there were at 
that time few primary schools in existence to which 
Jewish children could be sent to acquire a knowledge 
of the Russian language, without which, of course, 
they could not gain admittance to educational esta- 

has reached the knowledge of the third section that some Courlaud Jevrs 
also proceeded as settlers to Siberia. It ia reported that on the way they 
were treated with great cruelty bj the offlcera and officials who itccom- 
panied them, and further, that on reaching their destination, they were not 
given the grain and cattle which they had been promised by the 
Government. The superior officials, also, did not extend to them the pro- 
tection they were entitled to receive at their hands. Many members of the 
Jewishfaiiiiliesdiedfrom the hardships of the journey ; some perished from 
hnnj^r ; others were daily employed in interring their dead comrades. This 
news has produced such & terrifying eA'ect among the Jews remaining 
in Courland, that no more will yoluitteer as settlers." The Emperor 
Nicholas instructed Count Vcrontzoff, Governor-General of tlie Navoros- 
siisfc region, through Benkendorf, to 'institute the strictest enquiry in order 
that the guilty may be punished.' But this, of course, could not ameliorate 
the condition of the Jewish emigrants who were in a moat doleful plight 
throughout the new settlement. The govetmuent suddenly found itself 
burdened with a great body of Jews stricken with sickness and disease, 
which threatened to become a source of infection to all the other in- 
habitants. In the documents hers referred to, we find record of a series 
of measures adopted by the government to relieve the suffering Jews. 
The Governor of Poltava is ordered to provide the sick with everything 
necessary for their treatment, Uesse, the Vice-Govemor of Kremenchug, 
to alleviate the distress of the Jews in that town. Hesse reports that he 
found 215 Jews in abuilding belonging to the town and called the " Sugar 
Factory," crowded together in a damp and fietid atmosphere ; sickness of 
every description prevailing among them ; medical attendaDoe they 
had none ; and the danger of infection was great. 
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blishments of a higher class. In April, 1835, a new 
code of regulationa was framed respecting the Jews 
which was in a manner a compendium of all the 
ordinances that had been hitherto issued separately 
on the subject. In the Imperial Ukaz promulgating 
these regulatious it was stated that " many special 
and separate regulations respecting the Jews had been 
issued," but that " owing to a want of uniformity of 
the principles on which they were founded, and the 
inconvenience that had consequently arisen in their 
application, it had been considered necessaiy to frame 
a new code of regulations which would embrace the 
rights and obUgations of the Jews and harmonize 
them with those general exceptions of the law which 
it would be necessary to adopt." The principal 
object of the new code consisted " in a regulation of 
the position of the Jews which, while enabling them 
to earn their livelihood by agriculture and industrial 
occupations, as also to educate their children, would, 
at the same time, remove all inducements to indolence 
and illegal pursuits. 

These regulations served as the chief foundation for 
the legislation now in force with reference to the Jews. 
From the sense of theee enactments it would appear 
that according to the views of the legislature the Jews 
per se do not possess any of the rights inherent to all 
men and citizens ; thus for instance, with regard to 
all Russian subjects, with the exception of Jews, the 
fundamental legal principle is that everything not 
prohibited by law is allowed ; whereas for the Jews 
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the maxim is that everything which is not positively 
allowed by law is to be considered prohibitory. Hence 
the necessity for the following provisions embodied in 
the code of regulations of 1835 : — " (2) The Jews while 
enjoying the general protection of the law, possess not 
only all the freedom appertaining to their personal 
status, but also that of legally acquiring property, pur- 
suing agriculture, and engaging in trade, industrial 
concerns," etc. "(2'i) All Jews may at any time 
become agriculturists." " (104) Jewish children may 
be received as pupils in all the general schools, with- 
out any distinction being made between them and 
other children," etc. All these provisions show that 
from the legislator's point of view the Jews in Russia 
constitute an entirely exclusive class of people, and 
that as regards civil rights, they cannot be placed on 
an equality with the other subjects of the realm in a 
complete sense of the term. All Russian subjects 
enjoy the unlimited right of residing in every part of 
the empire. The Jews enjoy no such rigiit. By 
paragraphs 3 and 4 of the regulations, the Jews are 
allotted a certain clearly defined portion of Russian 
territory for permanent abode, and this line of demar- 
cation they cannot pass. This measure is apparently 
in contradiction with the alleged object of the regula- 
tions and is called forth by a desire to protect other 
parts of Russia against these "people who are more 
pernicious than useful to a State ." ' 

Proceeding from this principle, The Code of Regu- 

2,568 In continuation of Vol, III. of Code of Laws. 
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latione contains on the one band a whole series of 
impossible limitations and restrictions with reapect to 
the individual and social activity of the Jews, and on 
the other a string of measures having for their object 
the enlightenment of the race, principally by means 
of educaition and instruction in agricultural and 
industral pursuits. At the same time certain pro- 
visions of the code would seem to be based on the 
utihtarian ground of " deriving from the Jews as 
much advantage as possible to the State." We also 
find here an enactment which evidently proceeds from 
a desire to protect the Christians against the influences 
of the Jewish religion. It consists of a confirmation 
of the old law, according to which "it is forbidden to 
Jews to employ Christians for permanent domestic 
service." This restriction, emanating from religious 
intolerance, is at variance not only with the 
economical requirements of actual life, but also with 
the main objects of the legislative policy pursued 
with regard to the Jews. By compelling the Jews to 
employ in their domestic service individuals only of 
their own faith, the law encourages and confirms the 
estrangement and exclusion of the Jewish race, which 
on the contrary it should endeavour to counteract. 
The very existence of such a law necessarily tends to 
confirm the Jews in the opinion of their own ahena- 
tion from Christian communities and compels them 
to retire more within themselves. By prohibiting 
Clmstians to serve Jews in any domestic capacity, 
the law deprives the State of a practical means for 



the russification of the Jewish masses. We know 
for instance that domestic servants exercise great 
influence in the matter of the acquisition of a language 
by children. 

Although the capital penalties for infractions of 
this law were removed in 1866, the law itself, 
owing to an oversight of codification, forms at the 
present moment a portion of the Code of the Empire. 

Generally speaking, the Code of Regulations of 
1835, although framed on the strict principle of sub- 
ordinating the life of the Jews to governmental 
supervision and control, at the same time by a whole 
series of provisions, creates out of the Jews exclusive 
and distinct communities with a consistorial organi- 
zation, sanctioned by the State, Thus the regulations, 
while confining the Jews, as regards residence to the 
Western Province and New Russia ( Sections 3 and 4) 
also prevents them from acquiring populated estates, 
employing Christian servants, and enjoins the inscrip- 
tion of every Jew in some Jewish town corporation, 
notwithstanding that he may be domiciled in a village 
or hamlet (Section 48). Rural Jewish agricultural 
communities must be established distinctly sepai-ate 
from rural communities of other creeds (Section 65). 
For the regulation of matters relating to the appor* 
tionment of taxes and other imposts to which the 
Jews are liable, the Jews select from three to five 
special deputies out of their own body who form the 
consistory (Section 66). The consistory enforces the 
regular payment by the members of the community 



of crown taxes and communal dues. It also has 
charge of tlie communal funds and controls their 
regular expenditure (Section 67). Rural communi- 
ties and Jewish town bodies or guilds, apportion, by 
general arrangement among themselves, the amount 
of taxes due by them, in accordance with the position 
and means of each member (Section 82). In addition 
to the taxes and dues to which the whole population 
is liable, a special tax, called the " Korobotchny " is 
imposed on the Jews (Section 75). The Jews are 
bound to organise their own institutions for the relief 
of their sick and poor brethren. Provision is further 
made for the regulation of the spiritual affairs of the 
Jews, such as the establishinent of synagogues, the 
election of rabbis, etc. 

In order to have a complete conception of the 
legislative enactments, the tendency of wliich was to 
confirm the old alienation of the Jews from the 
-Christians, it is necessary also to keep in view the 
special " Statute of 1827, respecting the recruitment 
and military service of Jews." This Statute specially 
defined the fulfilment of these duties towards the 
State by Jewish communities, separately from 
Christian bodies, and the control and responsibility of 
the due observance of this duty were imposed on the 
Jewish communities, which were thus armed with the 
power of delivering as soldiers, whenever they pleaeed, 
any Jews whose conduct was considered injurious to 
the interests of the communities. This supplied the 
consistories (Kahals) with the chief weapon by 
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means of wliich they were able to suppress any 
attempts on tlie part of individual members of a 
community to free themselves from the control and 
guardianship of the consistories ; the result of this 
was closer union and solidarity among the Jews, and 
consequent increased estrangement from the Christian 
population. 

Such was the result of legislative measures which 
tended to " derive as much advantage aa possible from 
the Jews for the State," and to protect the Christian 
population against a race which was regarded as a 
pernicious one. 

With respect to the educational provisions of the 
Code of Regulations of 1835, it must be doubted 
wliether they could ever have been realised to any 
considerable extent. Although Jews "n'ho had been 
educated in the highest schools of the Empire, were 
allowed the privilege of entering the public service, 
yet they could only avail themselves of the right by 
special sanction of the Emperor, which was to be 
sought in each case. 

The further development of Russian legislation 
with regard to the Jews to the year 1860 presents 
no changes in the Code of Regulations of 1835, with 
the exception of the law of the 20th April, 1843, 
which, enjoins the removal of all Jews into the 
interior who were domiciled within a zone of 50 versts 
along the German and Austrian frontiers.' Although 
in 1 844 an apparently important reform was introduced, 
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by which the Consistories were abolished, and the 

management of tTewish communities was transferred 
to the ordinary administrative institutions, the special 
taxes levied on Jews were however retained, and 
special Jewish bodies created for the collection of 
taxes and selection of recruits for the army among 
the Jews ; moreover it was provided that special 
elders were to be appointed as tax collectors. In this 
manner the essential part of the matter remained 
unchanged, inasmuch as the chief cause of the isolation 
of the Jewish communities was not touched by this 
reform. 

In succeeding decrees on the subject of the Jews, 
a narrow utilitarian spirit pervades them which becomes 
more and more dominant, as is apparent from a whole 
series of separate measures, the main principle of which 
seems to be " the acquisition of material benefits for 
the State from this race." With this object a certain 
extension of civil rights was made in favour of the 
Jews. Prior to this period, a utilitariim view of the 
Jewish question (in the sense of an observance of 
the interests of the state at the expense of the Jews) 
had prevailed on the part of Russian legislators ; not 
unfrequently, however, such a view was superseded 
by considerations of religion and of class monopoly. 
Thus already in the eighteenth century when the 
admittance of Jews into Russia was characterized by 
religious intolerance, we find various administrative 
authorities urging the necessity of allowing Jews, 
even though temporarily, to take up their abode 
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in Russia on tlie ground tliat such permission 
would conduce to the benefit of the natives ; " that 
" their non-admission may occasion a loss of revenue to 
the crown, by a decrease of the tax levied on trade," 
or that " the commerce of Riga may be entirely 
destroyed, and there will be no one to sell the foreign 
goods imported." But all these utilitarian arguments 
had to give way before religious intolerance which 
prevailed at that time in the highest Russian adminis- 
trative circles. With the annexation of the Polish- 
Lithuanian provinces to Russia, religious fanaticism 
began to recede before considerations of material benefit 
to the State, and these first found expression in the 
establishment of double taxes on Jews, and in the 
retention of the consistorial organization for facilitating 
the collection of taxes from the the Jewish communities 
and for enforcing a due discharge by the Jews of their 
responsibilities towards the state in the matter of 
military service. In some enactments relating to the 
civil rights of the Jews utilitarian conclusions of a 
social economical character are at this time also re- 
corded. Thus for instance wlien on the 7th October, 
1790, the Council of State considered the petition of 
the Jews to be allowed to inscribe themselves in the 
merchants' guilds of Moscow and Smolensk, the council 
adopting the opinion of Count Vorontzoif, President 
of the College of Commerce, decided that no visible 
benefit can be " derived by their admission to these 
guilds ; " but that they could avail themselves of the 
rights of citizenship in White Russia, and that " this 
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privilege might with advantage be extended to the 
Lieutcnances of Ekaterinoslav and the Taurida." ^ This 
couccpsion was made, it raiist be presumed, in conse- 
quence of the small population then existing in those 
regions. 

In the Ukaz of the 29th July, 1827, it is stated, 
among other things that " the Jews cannot materially 
benefit the State," and that " the Government measures 
adopted/()j' derimng State advantages from iJm race by 
the enactment of the special Regulations of 1804 for 
the administration of the Jews, and the contrivance of 
means for the transfer of Jews from villages to the 
towns have not as yet been attended with the desired 
success." 

Permission to reside in certain towns and villages 
situated either within or without the limits assigned 
for the permanent abode of the Jews was frequently 
granted, or refused, according to the measure of their 
utility or otherwise. For instance, in 1819, Jew 
brandy distillers were allowed to reside in the interior 
provinces " until R iissian master-distillers shall have 
perfected themselves in the art of distilling." This 
permission was given in consequence of the complaints 
of the local authorities (of the famous Speransky, from 
Penza, among the number) , respecting the scarcity of 
distUlers in these pro^'inces. But in 1826 the further 
stay of Jew distillers in the interior of the country 
was forbidden, on the ground that " the number of 
Christian distUlera there was already sufficient." 
1 Archives of the Council of the Empire, Vol. 11., Part I,, page 306. 
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In 1829 an ukaz was issued, ordering the removal 
of Jews from the towns of Sebastopol and NikolaiefF, 
in which their presence was found " inconvenient and 
biinefnl ; " and in 1830, the local authorities experi- 
encing some difficulty in carrying out this Ukaa, 
reported that " the Jews, who numbered 1115 
persons of the male sex, bad hitherto contributed 
their share in supplying soldiers' quarters, an exaction 
which forms a heavy burden to the town, and in dis- 
charging other general and local imposts ; with the 
banishment of the Jews all the weight of these obliga- 
tions and dues will fall on the Christian population, 
who will hardly be able to bear them, and, moreover, 
the town of NikolaifF will be deprived of aU its 
artificers, who consist principally of Jews."^ 

In the same year it was decreed to enroll as soldiers 
all Jews who did not pay their taxes (from the 
communities of Minsk, Grodno, Vilna and Podolia). 
This measure was based on the consideration that 
'"the Treasury receives almost nothing from the 
Jews ; whereas they constantly petition to be allowed 
to replace the recruits demanded of them by payments 
in money, which shows their ability to pay the taxes 
they endeavour to evade.^ 

In 1834 an order was promulgated allowing Jews 
to keep small inns and to lease other property in 
Tillages, because if they were prohibited doing so 
" loss would be sustained by the Treasury," particu- 

1 Observation 3703, in continuation of Vol, V. of Code of Lawa. 
, s Observation 3937, in continuation of Vol. V, of Oode of Laws. 
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larly as a considerable class would be deterred from 
engaging in the farming of brandy, which pursuit the 
members of this class more particularly follow." ' 

In 1838 Jews were allowed to reside in the town 
of Novoalexandrovsk " in consequence of the small 
number of its inhabitants, and for the purpose of its 
extension."^ 

In 1843 the Jews were, by special decree, permitted 
to establish distilleriea in towns, in consideration '" of 
the possibility of a decrease in the yield of the excise 
dues should Jews be prohibited to distill brandy."* 

In 1844, Jews of the skilled artisan class were 
allowed to settle along the eastern coast of the Black 
Sea, in consequence of the representations made by 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Caucasus respecting 
the utility of permitting such Jew workmen to reside 
there, their services being much required by the 
garrisons stationed along the Black Sea militai-y coast 
line. Later in 1846, it was deemed expedient to allow 
Jew artificers to take up their abode in the seaport 
towns of the north eastern coast of the Black Sea 
" though only for a time, and with the proviso that 
Jews, under the guise of temporary residence, shall 
not form permanent settlements in those places.'' 

In the same year His Imperial Majesty confirmed 

1 Observation No, 17,645 in continuation of Tol. IX. of Code of Lawa. 
s Obaervation No. 11,200, in continuation of Vol. XIII. of Code of 

s Observation No. 16,416, in oontinuatiou of Vol. XVIII. of Code of 

Observation 20,707, ia continuation of Vol. XXI. of Code of Lawa. 



a decision of the committee of ministers, permitting 
Jews to undertake by tender and contract the 
construction and repair of highways in villages 
situated in the provinces of Moghileff and Vitebsk 
(where Jews were not allowed to live), on the grotmd 
that it was not " desirable to divide the contracts for 
highways when these happened to pass through 
villages," and for the further reason that " owinsf to 
the scarcity in those parts of Christian skilled work- 
men, Jews chiefly secure the contracts." This 
permission, however, was granted subject to the 
stipulation that "they (the Jews) shall not per- 
manently remain in these places after the completion 
of the work."^ 

In 1848 it was found both " useful and expedient 
to permit Jew traders to enter into contracts, also, 
beyond their residential legal limits, for the carriage 
of government stores, inasmuch as by excluding Jews 
from this kind of enterprise, there will be a decrease 
of competition among the competitors for these 
contracts, and the Government will accordingly be 
obliged to make payments in excess under them ; 
besides, in many places none but Jew contractora 
can be got." ' On the strength of these considerations 
a law was passed allowing Jews to contract for the 
transport of stores, etc., in places even where they 
were not allowed to reside. 

" In 1851 it was enacted that in order to relieve as 
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much as possible the nobility of Courland of the burden- 
some duty of maintaining the high roads in their 
province, Jews of the province of Kovno may, as 
requested by the above nobility, be employed for such 
■work, on condition that they do not settle permanently 
in Courland after the expiration of the term of their 
engagement." ^ 

Later legislation with regard to the Jews continues 
to be characterised by the predominance of the 
utilitarian principle. The most important laws passed 
during the last reign, with reference to an extension 
of the rights of the Jews, mostly owned their 
origin to considerations of State utility ; this would 
appear to be the case from the circumstance that 
the enactments in question did not apply to the 
whole Jewish population, but only to certain categories 
of Jews whose activity was recognized as beneficial to 
the State. 

Of this character were the well known laws of the 
16th March, 1859 ; of the 27th November, 1861, and 
of the 28 June, 1865, permitting Jews of the first 
guild and Jew artificers to reside all over Russia, and 
also allowing Jews who have taken learned degrees to 
enter the public service " in all the departments of 
the State, without any limitations as to their places of 
abode." 

With reference to the law of 1865, extending the 
residential rights of Jew artificers, direct official 
evidence is m existence, pointing to the extraordinary 

. 1 Observation 21,858, in oontiimation of VoL XXIII. of Code of Laws. 
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scarcity of skilled labour in the provinces, outside the 
legal limit of Jewish domicile, and showing that this 
circumstance was the chief actuating cause of the issue 
of this law. Thus one of the considerations put for- 
ward by the Minister of the Interior in support of this 
measure was that " those provinces in which a scarcity 
of good workmen is felt, would be able to secure 
skilled artificers in the Jews." This is confirmed by 
the endeavours of the Kursk nobility, of the Governor 
of the province of Voronij and others to obtain the 
sanction of the government for allowing Jew artificers 
distillers and generally operatives, and skilled work- 
men to reside in the interior provinces of the empire ; 
the Ministry of Finance deemed it necessary to satisfy 
these requests as it considered the success of the new 
system of taxation of spirituous liquors recently adopted 
by the government to be dependent on such per- 
mission." ^ 

It is necessary, however, to observe that in addition 
to the purely utilitarian considerations which formed 
the basis of the law of 1865, other objects were also 
kept in view by this enactment, such as the improve- 
ment of the very unsatisfactory condition of the 
Jewish popidation within their limits of prescribed 
domicile, and the gradual fusion of the Jews with 
the native population of the Empire. According to 
the conclusions of the Ministry of Finances " the 
Jewish artisans crowded within the limited confines 
assigned for their permanent abode, and residing in 
1 Observation No. 43,264, io continuatioQ of Vol XI., of Code of Lawa, 



tlie midst of a poverty-stricken population, obtain 
employment at prices excessively low, to the injury 
of tlie durability and quality of their work, being 
only anxious that the price of the products of their 
skill should be accessible to the mass of consumers. 
The Christian workmen compete with them also in 
the same direction and at the same sacrifice, and this 
engenders an unhealthy emulation which injuriously 
affects the well-being of both. This circumstance in 
a great measure accounts for the arrears of taxation. 
Notwithstanding that the capitation tax was aboHshed 
in 1863 for the lower class of burghers, and that con- 
siderable suras were set apart from the ' Korobotchny ' 
or special tax towards defraying the Crown dues of 
the Jews, yet the arrears of taxes owing by Jewish 
communities have not been paid to the present time." 
The Ministry was therefore of opinion that "the 
diminution of the number of Jewish artisans (within 
the reserved limits) would conduce to a more pro- 
portionate relation between the supply of skilled 
workmanship and its demand — a relation both 
necessary for the well-being of the former as in 
the interests of the latter. Moreover, if Jewish 
ai-tificers were allowed to take up their abode in 
places to which they have now no legal access, 
and where they would constitute a considerable 
minority, entirely swamped by the native popula- 
tion, the national peculiarities of the race wotdd all 
the sooner become effaced. That this effect would 
be thus produced is proved by the report of the 
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Grovemor of the province of Poltava, according to 
wliose testimony there are fewer Jews in that 
province than in the western region, and the Jews 
in that part of the country have become completely 
amalgamated with the native population." ^ 

In conclusion we may cite wider conception of 
the question by Count Strogonoff, former Governor- 
General of Bessarabia and of the Novorossiisk 
region, who says that " the existence at the present 
period of limitations of any kind of the civil rights 
of Jews, as compared with the Christian population, 
is not in consonance either with the spirit -and 
tendencies of the times or with the eflforts of the 
Government to effect a fusion of the Jews with the 
native population of the Empire," and he, therefore, 
would allow the Jews to reside in all the parts of the 
Empire and to engage, without limitations of any 
kind, and with the same rights as those possessed by 
all other Russian subjects, in every trade and calling 
selected by themselves according to their aptitude 
and idiosyncracy.'^ 

But concurrently with the measures adopted for the 
gradual alleviation of the condition of the Jews within 
the territory to which their abode was confined, other 
enactments were passed restricting the sphere of the 
activity and rights of property of the Jews. For in- 
stance, according to the laws of the 5th March and 
loth July, 1864, the Jews are forbidden to acquire 

1 Obserration No, 42,264, in continoation of Vol, XI. of Code of Lawa. 
i ObserratioD 42,264, in continuation of Vol. XI. of Code of Laws. 
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land in tlie western region, while the Russians who 
have beorae possessors on preferential and privileged 
conditions of estates in that quarter, are not allowed 
either to sell, let on lease, or entrust for management 
their estates to Jews ; " the latter may only be dis- 
tillers and renters of village inns," ^ 

Later, in 1867, it was found expedient to allow 
Jews to rent flour mills and factories situated on 
estates, as " no one but Jews could be found there to 
manage these mills and factories, such management 
requiring special teclinlcal knowledge and experience. 
Consequently, the prohibition against renting such 
places to Jews, places our Russian landowners in a 
very difficult position, and may even lead to the ex- 
tinction of some mills and factories, a contingency 
which may prejudicially affect the industrial and 
agricultural interests of the region, as also the work 
of establishing Russian landlords in the western 
provinces." 

From this concise historical sketch of Russian legis- 
lation respecting the Jews, it is evident that both in 
Russia and in Western Kurope, the leading principle 
adopted to the end of the last century, in the treat- 
ment of the Jews was intolerance, founded partly on 
religious and partly on social-economical prejudices. 
The legislative enactments that were passed for the 
purpose of amalgamating the Jewish race with the 
aboriginal population, in most cases did not attain the 

I ObaarvatioDB 40,6S6 and 41,039 in coDtinuation of Vol XXXIX. of 
Code of Laws. 
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intended object, these being paralysed by other 
measures based on totally different principles, and 
tending to increase the isolation and alienation of 
the Jews from the rest of the population. Religious 
intolerance, the encouragement of monopolistic ten- 
dencies of the Christian trading and industrial classes, 
the observance of the utilitarian-fiscal interests of the 
State, and the protection of the Christian population 
against the Jews by means of purely mechanical re- 
strictions — such are the chief motives by which Russia 
has hitherto been actuated in its special legislation 
with^ regard to the Jews. 

In this manner the Jewish question, owing to a 
complete disregard of objective treatment by the 
Russian Government, could not be correctly formu- 
lated, and consequently correctly solved— and the 
question remains an open one to the present day. 
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CHAPTER III. 



RUSSIAN LAWS IN OPERATION RESPECTING THE JEWS. 

When Gsaminiiig the legal rights, or more correctly 
the disabilities of the Jews, it would be a great error 
to take alone into consideration tho restrictions found 
in that portion of the Russian Code which specially 
refers to the Jews, i.e. those enactments of which the 
restrictive character is beyond all doubt. 

In practice, the laws that have been passed with the 
object of placing the Jews on as much equality as 
possible with the Christians are rendered either partially 
inoperative, or nullified altogether, and reduced to a 
dead letter. It is difficult to say whether this proceeds 
from hereditary animosity entertained towards the Jews 
by the Russian administrators of the law, or arises 
from the ambiguity, contradiction and errors of codifi- 
cation in which the Russian Code abounds, especially 
the laws which regulate the position of the Jews ; or 
lastly whether this partial application and nulUfication 
of the law in regard to the race, owe their origin to the 
principle which underlies all Russian legislation re- 
specting the Jews, and according to which everything 
that is not sanctioned by law is prohibited. Probably 
it is duo to a combination of these causes that the 
position of the Jews in Russia, is from a legal point 
view in so unsatisfactory a condition. 
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In the present sketch of the laws in operation 
respecting the Jews, it will be necessary to refer not 
only to the actual restrictions laid down by law, but 
also to the limitations which find application in practice 
owing to the causes above referred to ; this ia all the 
more necessary, as the revision and concordance of the 
laws affecting the Jews in Russia is now under the 
consideration of an Imperial Commission. 



LIMITATION OF RIGHTS OF RESIDENCE OF THE Jewb. 

The centre of gi-avity nf the legal system of restriction, 
with respect to the rights of the Jews lies in the limi- 
tation of their freedom of locomotion ; of the faculty ot 
disposing of their labour, and offerine their economic 
services there where a demand exists for them, and 
generally of their being deprived of the possibility of 
removing beyond the limits assigned for their per- 
manent abode, where they are massed together on a 
comparatively small area, (Vide Part IV.) and where, 
owing to inordinate competition, they constitute an 
injurious element in the sphere of social economical 
industry. 

Although by the laws of the 16th March, 1859, 
27th November, 1861, the 28th July, 1865, and of 
the 19th January, 1879, the rights of residence are 
enlarged of certain classes of the Jewish population, 
namely of merchants of the first guild of persons who 
have gone through a course of instruction in the 
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bigher echocAst and of artisans, bj the permission 
accorded to them, to lire in any part of the Empire 
they may chooBe ; but in reahtj this extension of priri- 
lege has remained inoperative and has not affected that 
portion of the Jewish masses which suffers most fixtm 
its confined and restricted position. If some Jen' 
merchants of the first guild have taken advantage of 
the right accorded them, very few Jews educated in 
the higher schools have done so, while as regards Jew 
artificers, the law of 1865 remains a dead letter. 

According to the valuable ethnographical information 
collected in various places by officers of the general 
staff, and which has been embodied in a work of many 
volumes, bearing the title of " Materials Collected by 
Officers of the General Staff," it would appear that 
Jew mercliants in general, and those of the first guild 
in particular, form a very insignificant portion of the 
Jewish population ; thus, for instance, in the province 
of Minsk, according to the tables of population 
drawn "p by the Crown Chamber of Minsk by Ukaz, 
of the 22nd November, 1851, the proportion of 
mercliants of all the three guilds is only 2.3 per 100 
Jews.' The same ratio is likewise observable in the 
other provinces reserved for Jewish domicile. It must 
also be remembered that even among this insignificant 
number of Jew merchants, only a few have taken 
advantage of the ceded right of permanently residirg in 
all parts of the Empire, because merchants of the first 
guild, for instance, possessing as tliey generally dr, 

• Deacciptioii of the Province of Minsk, Vol. I., p. 659. 



sufficient pecuniary means, do not sufFor any incon- 
venience attending their residence M'itliin the limits 
prescribed by law for the abode of their poorer 
brethren, and consequently do not experience the 
necessity of a change of domicile. This right was 
equally valueless to those who had received high 
educations, in consequence of the actual inaccessibility 
to them of most of the branches of the public service. 
The law of 1861, which gave admission to the interior 
provinces, to all Jews who had passed through the 
higher schools, and who were, therefore, eligible for 
employment under the Government in all its depart- 
ments, remained practically inoperative on account of 
the concluding proviso of the enactment. 

To a still smaller degree did Jew artisans avail 
themselves of the benevolent law of the 25th July, 
1865, which was to raise the well-being of a consider- 
able portion of the Jewish masses. It will be neces- 
sary to dwell at greatei* length on this point, seeing 
that it is 80 frequently cited as a proof of the futility 
of abolishing the legal limits of Jewish domicile, which 
is alleged not to exercise any injurious influence over 
the economical condition of the Jewish population at 
large. When we closely examine the causes that 
chiefly rendered nugatory the practical application of 
the law of 1865, we find that the law itself contained 
the germs which reduced it in practice to an insignifi- 
cant palliative measure. Firstly, according to the law 
of 1865, Jew artisans, on their settlement in the 
interior provinces, could not acquire there a fixed 
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domicile, wbicli would more or leas have secured their 
permanent well-being ; these artisans also did not 
possess the right of inscribing themselves as fixed in- 
habitants in their new places of abode, where they, 
therefore, appeared only as sojourners, inasmuch as 
they still remained under the comjilete arbitrary 
control of the Jewish communities of their original 
place of domicile situated within the prescribed limits 
of their original residence. By corapelhng these Jewish 
immigrants annually to obtain from the police authori- 
ties certificates of their trustworthiness, and from their 
communities a residential passport, the law paralysed 
to a considerable degree all desire on the part of the 
artisans to leave their original abodes, particularly as the 
slightest delay on the part of the communities in supply- 
ing the requisite passport, or the creation of any diffi- 
culties by the police authorities in the issue of the 
prescribed certificate of trustworthiness was sufBcient to 
doom whole families to repatriation, as was frequently 
the case. This wasoneofthereasons why the migration 
of Jew artisans to the interior provinces did not attain 
any development, and why the law of 1865, which the 
Government hoped would have the effect of distributing 
a portion of the Jewish population over the interior 
portion of the country, did not produce the expected 
results. Another cause of failure, which did not arise 
from any part of its provisions, but whicli was caused, 
by its practical working, is to be attributed to the 
fact of the continued dependence of the Jew artisans on 
the Artisan guilds of those localites which the emigrants 



had chosen for their abode. After presenting to the 
police all the necessary documents, such as a passport, 
a diploma of the trade guild of the town from which the 
emigrant had come, a testimonial of trustworthiness 
and a certificate of the master-artificer with whom he 
had previously worked, the Jew settler had still to make 
application to the local guild to be tested aa to his 
proficiency in the particular craft he followed ; and it 
was only after this that he received, or did not receive, 
permission to reside in the town he had selected for his 
new abode, according to the inclination or otherwise 
of the local guild. The third very material cause of 
the practically inoperative character of the laws of 1 865 
consisted in the apprehensions entertained by the 
authorities with regard to the circumstances in which 
a Jewish family would be placed in the event of the death 
of its head. The fact was, that according to Point 3 of the 
lawoflS65 Jew artisans " wlien emigrating beyond 
die limits assigned for Jewish domicile are permitted 
to be accompanied by the members of their families, 
that is to say, by their wives, children and infant 
brothers and sisters." According to the sense of this 
proviso even the aged parents of the Jew artisan do 
not enjoy the right of following him, and the family, 
after the death of its head beyond the legal boundary 
of abode established for Jews, is generally forced to 
return to its original place of domicile. Lastly, 
according to the strict interpretation of the \b,w, even 
Jew-artificers, when no longer physically capable 
of plying their trade, may be sent back from the 
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localities in which they may have passed the greater 
portion of their lives to their long-abandoned original 
places of domicile, where even at a more vigorous 
period ot their existence, they were unable to gain a 
livehliood. 

But even all the enumerated hindrances do not 
exhaust the causes of the practically inoperative cha- 
racter of the law oflSfiS. We have only indicated those 
which arise from the very wording, so to say of the 
law. But in addition to these, there were other cir- 
cumstances that exercised an unfavourable influence 
over the practical application of the law of 1865. Thus 
while with the promulgation of the law giving access ti) 
the interior provinces to the most industrious, though 
at the same time the poorest classes of the Jewish 
population, necessary measures were not adopted for 
affording pecuniary assistance for emigration, for in- 
stance, out of special Jewish funds, to those desirous 
of leaving their homes. To the failure of the law of 
1865 contributed also to no small extent a natural 
distrust with regard to its force — a feeling inherent in 
the Jews in view of the spirit in which the laws con- 
cerning them were framed,as explained in the preceding 
chapter. This feeling of mistrust took deeper root in 
consequence of the irregular application and arbitrary 
interi)retation of particular sections of the law, and the 
restriction of the trading rights of the artisan Jewa 
founded on a departmental interpretation issued a year 
after the promulgation of the law. In general, it may 
be observed that " circular legislation," (departmental) 
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always proceeded side by side with codified legislation, 
and it not unfrequently happened that a right eata- 
blislied by the latter was nullified by the former, unex- 
pectedly for those concerned. 

Article 70 of the Code for the Prevention of Crime 
(Edition 1876) also contributed to the failure of the 
law of 1865. According to this Article the residence 
in any single locality of Sabbatarians, 2>., of persons 
belonging to the so-called Judaical heresy, entails the 
expulsion from the whole district of all Jews settled 
within it. 

It is also necessary to take into consideration the 
circumstance that a considerable portion of the Jewish 
population, although not belonging to any artificers* 
unions, was, nevertheless, engaged in S'^ime kind of 
productive labour, and completely exempt from the 
operation of the law of 1865, the sphere of application 
of which was, consequently, stiU further restricted. 

We thus find that, in consequence of the unsatis- 
factoi-y results of the operation of ihe law of 1 8 6 5, the 
distressed economic condition of the Jewish masses 
was not improved, while increasing competition con- 
tinued to drive the Jews from the sphere of productive 
labour to pursuits of a less useful nature. Under the 
category of limitations as to rights of residence must 
also be classed the prohibition against Jews settling 
within 50 verstsof the German and Austrian frontiers. 
(Passport Hegulations 923, Vol. IV., Edition of 1876 
of Code of Laws.) With reference to this prohibition, 
it must be observed that the Ministry of Finances, 
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which is most interested in the maintonance of this! 
restriction, having for its object the reduction of 1 
smuggling, sought repeatedly to obtain its abrogation ^ 
on the ground that it was both unnecessary and' 
inefficacious." ' 

BESTBICTIONS IMPOSED ON JEWS IN REGARD TO THEIR 
ECONOMIC ACnVITT. 



Besides a whole series of measures limiting the 
sphere of industrial activity of the Jews, there exists 
the restriction above referred to depriving them of the 
right of free residence, wbicli in reality is the mopt 
serious and irksome of all the disabilities under which 
they labour, seeing that it affects nearly the whole 
mass of the Jewish population, while the other limita- 
tions only affect a class engaged in certain branches 
of industry. Of this character are the laws of the 
10th July, 1864, and of the 23rd July, 1865, by which, 
on the one hand, it is forbidden to Jews to acquire 
lands in the north-western and south-western pro- 
vinces, and on the other restrains Russian landowners 
from eelling, leasing or entrusting for management 
their estates to Jews- According to the law of the 14th 
May, 1874, the rights of the Jews are also restricted 
with regard to the sale of spirits by the establishment 
of the rule in accordance with which Jews may 
engage in such sale only in their own houses. Lastly, 
the recently published so-called "Temporary Rules" may 

1 Vidt " Materials for the oi^anization of the condition of the Jews." 
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be said to crown the edifice of Jewish disahilitiea. By 
these rules, promulgated on the 3i'd May, 1882,Jews are 
prohibited (1) to settle in future in villages and 
hamlets ; (2) to acquire immovable property, to hold 
on lease or manage the same outside the pale of 
towns, great and small. The operation of these rules 
extends to the whole of the Jewish population 
domiciled within the prescribed boundary. 

As regards the exclusion of the Jews from rural 
agriculture by forbidding them to acquire and lease 
land, a measure which was called forth by political 
circumstances, it is difficult to understand why 
this restriction has not only been removed, but why 
it haa received a wider development, notwithstanding 
that the futility of enactments of such a nature has 
been clearly proved. Moreover, the causes that 
nec-essitaied its adoption have already ceased to exist 
in their original form. It must also be observed that 
the Russian Jews having no political centre of gravita- 
tion beyond their present country, where they have 
dwelt for several centuries, present a very trustworthy 
popular element in political respects. But if it has 
been found necessary to give this prohibition wider 
extension (since 1882) for the purpose of protecting 
the Russian peasantry, whose material interests might 
be prejudicially affected by the pursuit of agriculture 
and the hire of land by the Jews, then the iirohibition 
in question should have been made to apply only to 
large land proprietors and lessees, while small parcels 
of land should have been exempt from the operation 



of the restriction, in order that Jews might enjoy th_ 
possibility of pursuing agriculture without prejudice to" 
any one. In tiie present stite of things, even thosA 
Jews who would wish to adopt husbandry as a callin* 
are not able to do so. Lastly, the Jew agriculttirista 
of the Novorossisk region, owing to the above re 
striction, are also deprived of the possibility of 
increasing their holdings of land with the assistance 
of the newly opened land banks. 

But the above-named prohibition, even in the sense 
of a stniffgle against the principle of large estates 
does not bear criricism. Once that it has been fonnd 
necessarv to oppose such a system of agricoltore it 
cannot be considered rational to place this purely 
economic question on a narrow social basis, more 
especially as under existing circumstances the Jews, 
who are dejure, excluded from participation in aaii- 
cultural matters, exercise de facto in the western 
region, an immense influence over it, which is only 
natural in view of the low level of our economic de- 
velopment. This influence arises from money loans 
made by the Jews to land proprietors, and is also in a 
great measure due to the activity they exercise in tlie 
purchase and sale of agricultural produce, the trans- 
actions of this class being almost exclusively conducted 
by them, in their capacity of chief representatives of 
the trading class. In this manner the Jews, prohibiied 
from posseissiiig land, exercise great influence ovor 
agriculture, as purchasers of rural produce. 

The power they thus enjoy over the population can 
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hardly be considered more useful and desirable 
than sanctioning their direct pursuit of agriculture. 
In the first case the Jews, confining themselves to an 
advance of capital to the producer, are enabled to live 
without labour on the proceeds of their loans, and by 
means of intermediary services, which in many cases 
are unnecessary and weigh heavily on the resources of 
thp. agricultural population. Furthermore, Jewish 
capital and Jewish activity finding no other outlet, are 
employed in trading transactions and feverish specula- 
tion in articles of local production, developing this 
speculation to an extent which does not correspond 
with the real requirements of the region. Tiie result 
of this is an enhancement of the price of all rural 
products in consequence of their passing through the 
hands of so many middlemen. Tf, on the other hand, 
the Jews were allowed tj engage in agriculture, a 
considerable portion of Jewish capital would be 
diverted to a productive object, and agriculture 
being thus freed from the dead weight of capital, 
would derive considerable benefit. The result 
of this would be a considerable improvement in 
the character of the labour and occupation of the 
Jews, who vvonld accustom themselves to a laborious 
mode of life, and become at the same time interested 
in the maintenance and improvement of agricultural 
industry. It is also necessary to remember the well- 
established fact that, notwithstanding all prohibitions, 
many Jews, and undoubtedly the worst of the race, 
succeed in evading these prohibitions by 



circuitous ways, having recourse to various shifts and 
expedients and to Christian substitutes. The effect of 
this appears in a demoralisation of a large class of 
individuals and a decline of respect for the power and 
justice of the law. It was the great Catherine who 
declared that " nothing so much enfeebles the laws as 
tlie possibility of their being craftily evaded. In the 
same manner unnecessary laws tend to dimish respect 
for tliose that are necessary."' The level of morality 
of the masses can be raised, not by repressive and re- 
strictive measures, but only by altering those conditions 
of life which maintain and encourage this or that form 
of evil propensity of society) or of a certain portion of 
it. Many restrictive measures are adopted without 
proper heed being taken of the fact that, in combating 
a real or imaginary evil, one of still greater magnitude 
may be created, which will completely paralyse the 
effects expected from such measures. 

The same may be said with respect to the other 
restriction imposed on the Jews in connection vrith the 
sale of spirit. The exclusion of the Jews from this 
branch of trade necessarily demands an extension of 
their sphere of activity in another direction, and 
as no provision has been made in this respect, it 
follows that the Jews, prohibited from selling spirits, 
are obliged to have recourse to less useful sources of 
profit, or to adopt expedients for continuing this sale 
by means of substitutes. The latter expedient neces- 
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sarily increases the cost and risk of the enterprise, to 
the considerable disadvantage of the unfortunate con- 
sumer. The brandy question is essentially a general 
Russian question, and it should not be treated from a 
point of view affecting only one particular race. If com- 
plaints be raised against the Jews for encouraging ineb- 
riety among the peasantry, protestations can equally 
be made against Russian retaders of spirits, who as 
statistics prove, are more guilty than the Jews in this 
respect. Statistical returns of the yield to the State 
of the tax on spirits since the abolition of the system of 
brandy farming, show that in the provinces of Russia 
proper, this revenue has increased by 17 per cent., 
while in that part of tlie country situated within the 
boundary of domicle fixed for the Jews, the increase 
has only been 0'2 per cent ; that the quantity of spirits 
distilled in the former provinces has increased under 
the new escise system by more than 60 per cent., and 
in the latter localities only by 8 per cent., and that at 
the same time the number of distilleries in the first has 
multiplied by 45 per cent., and in the second decreased 
by 34 per cent. Generally speaking, the consumption 
of spirits in the purely Russian provinces has nearly 
doubled, whUe in the districts assigned for the residence 
of Jews it has diminished by 14 per cent.' In the 
period of 1S74-1878, 36,415,893 vedros' of spirits 
were consumed within the provinces assigned for 
Jewish residence, which quantity, with a population 
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2 1 vedro=2-707 gallons. 
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of 19,732,438 souls, j^ives only 36 vedros per 100 
inhabitants. During the same period the quantity of 
spirits consumed in the provinces of Russia proper 
was 80,13?,198 vedros, and this divided among a 
population of 41,339,040, gives a consumption of 
38 vedros per 100 inhabitants.^ 

In connection with this subject we shall here give 
the interesting considerations and conclusions of the i 
Imperial Commission, appointed for devising measures * 
with a view to the diminution of the number of brandy 
shops in the province of Viina, as also some com- 
parative statistics adduced in support of the opmiona 
put forward. The commissioners first unanimousl 
report that drunkenness, in the sense of a widely ] 
spread national evil, does not exist in the province of J 
Vllna, which is situated within the boundary of J 
Jewish domicile. This assertion is based on the 
evidence of persons brought in close contact with the 
people, on data supplied by the district authorities, 
and on information derived from the local excise ] 
officers as to the consumption of spirits in the province. 
From this testimony, it would appear that from 30 to | 
36 miUion degrees of pure alcohol are annually con- 
sumed in the whole Vilna province, which gives an 
average of 27.68 per head, or a little more than five- 
sixths of a vedro of pure spirit. As a simple proof of | 
the moderate use of spirits in the province, the com- 
missioners cite the following figures of this uonsump- 
tion, as compared with other countries : in 
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United States it is more than 3 vedros per head ; 
in France it is 2 vedros of spirits and 1 vedros of 
■wine ; in Hungary 11 vedro of spirits and 8 vedros of 
wine ; in Germany, 1 vedro of spirits and 20 vedros 
of beer per head. Further, they declare that there is 
no such irregular consumption of spirits among the 
peasantry of Vilna, and generally by the labouring 
classes, as is perceptible in the provinces of Russia 
proper. It is to this comparative moderation that the 
commissioners attribute the punctual payment of taxes 
and communal impost" in the province. 

The same conclusions were arrived at by the other 
commissions appointed to investigate the subject in the 
North "Western region, consisting of the provinces of 
Kovna, Vitebsk, Minsk, and Moghiheff. 

From the foregoing it will be seen thatin temperance 
is lees developed within the country of legal Jewish 
domicile than in the provinces of Kussia proper, and 
that alcoholic excess is a common evil in the life of 
the Russian people. The causes therefore that tend 
to main tain it must be more general and he deeper than 
those which are put forward by the advocates of 
restrictive measures against the Jews. 

Legislative restrictioTUi applied to Jews as regards their 
admission to the Goveimmeni and public services. 

Jews are prohibited from filling the public office of 
Mayor of a town and of elders of trade corporations ; 
the number, also, of Jewjurymen in the Western region 
is limited to one-tenth, and the number of Jew municipal 
deputies to ono-third of the general body of each t< 
f2 
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ive category. The latter limitation is a very irksome one 
for the Jews in those localities in which they constitute 
the predominating element of the town population, as 
is the case for instance in the provinces of Moghileff 
Volhynia, Minsk, Podolia, Vitebsk, etc' 

According to the law of 1861 ^ those alone who have 
gone through a course of instruction in the higher 
educational institutions and received University degrees 
possess the right of entering the state service in all its 
branches. This privilege, however, is not accorded to 
such Jews who may have passed through one of the 
Universities only as "actual student?," and recently in 
violation of tlie code of laws, the Ministry of War has 
established a normal standard of five per cent for Jewish 
candidates seeking admission to the military schools for 
training as surgeons and dressers. Reviewing all the 
considerations of a religious, economical, and political | 
character on which the restrictive laws respecting the ' 
Jews have been based, it would appear that not one of 
thesejustifiesthe latter limitation Russiahasso recently 
issued from a war in which all her effective strength 
was severely tested, and the list of killed and wounded i 

1 It may cob be superQuoua to mention here that when the queation was 
raised of limiting the number of Jew jurymen. Count Pahien, at that time 
Minister of Justice, Btreuuouslj opposed such a reslrictinn, founding 
hia objeotiona on the fact that not a single case in the southern region 
had occurred in which Jew jurymen had abused the public trust. 

2 Recently, however, the ministry of pubhc education issued a circular j 
ptohibitiug the admission of Jews who had been educated in 
higher schoola, and who had obtained learned degrees as teachers, i. 
the luiddie cla^a schools, although the Karaim Jews, Mahomedans and 
liienibers of other relixioua persuasions enjoy thia priTileije. . 



contains not a few Jewish names. We must also 
remember that this really severe trial did not reveal 
any such dereliction of duty on the part of Jew- 
surgeons, as to justify any limitations of the sphere 
of their activity. Furthermore. Jew surgeons, as we 
know, are not engaged in despoiling any one, nor yet 
in any other baneful pursuit. If any Jew, or even 
Christian surgeons, he guilty of mi.^conduct, the general 
laws in existence against crimes and misdemeanours 
and the rules for disciplinary punishment are sufficient 
to deal with any possible misconduct on their part. 

With the exception of the limitations above cited 
for the entrance of Jews into the public service no 
others exist de jure. Nevertheless the service of the 
State is practically almost closed to them, as is proved 
by the fact that out of a population of three millions 
of Jews, which contributes a considerable percentage 
to the students of the primary, middle and higher 
scholastic institutions of the Empire, only about ten , 
Jews figure on the list of officials of various Govern- 
ment departments (principally in the fllinistry of Jus- 
tice) and only one Jew military officer. The question 
then naturally arises is it possible that the Jewish race, 
the talent of which is undeniable, can be considered as 
unfitted for pedagogical, judicial, financial, administra- 
tive or other posts, irrespective of those of clerks, 
copyists, etc., in Government offices, which are similarly 
inaccessible to persons belonging to the Jewish faith. 

Such, is the effect in practice of that part of Russian 
legislation now in force which assigns to the Jews 
the right of entering the service of the State. 
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In addition to the above, there still remains another 

class of restrictions aifecting the Jews in respect of 
their activity and rights of residence. This particular 
category of prohibitions owes its origin either to a 
perverted interpretation of the laws or to the manner 
of application of such laws as have lost their juridicial 
and practical meaning, If we consider the errors, 
contradictions and ambiguities of codification abound- 
ing in our extensive and voluminous legal code in 
general, and in the laws having special references to 
the Jews in particular, it then becomes plain that a 
wide field is afforded under such conditions for arbitrary 
interpretations of these laws. The cases of false 
exposition of the laws respecting the Jews ai*e too 
varied and numerous to be considered at length, and 
we shall, therefore, confine ourselves to citing only a 
few instances. The regulations concerning Jew 
soldiers, who have either been placed on the reserve 
list of the army, or retired from it altogether, accord 
them the right of free residence throughout the Empire. 
After the promulgation in 1874 of the new code of 
military conscription and service, some commanders 
considered themselves justified in depriving the retired 
Jew soldiers of the privilege of unrestricted residence 
to which they were entitled under the regulations of 
1867. on the ground that the new code of 1874 makes 
no mention of such right. Besides the apparent 
absurdity of this rendering of so equitable and gc 
a law, which makes no exemptions in favour 
the Jews, the forced interpretation is also refuted 
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that paragraph of the passport rules amended in 1870 
and 1879, which declares as rescinded the prohibition 
that had previously been in force, forbidding Jew 
soldiers to reside in parts of the empire in which they 
could not become domiciled. 

In violation also of that principle of justice, 
according to which in all doubtful cases the law must 
be interpreted in a lenient and most equitable aense,^ 
some local authorities in the interior provinces occaaion 
Jew artisans settling there no small molestation by 
arbitrarily classifying them according to the nature of 
their occupations ; thus type-setters, lithographera, 
photographers (the latter, however, on the strength of 
a special circular issued respecting them in 1879), and 
persons engaged in machine work are, for some reason 
or other, considered as not possessing the right of 
residence in the interior provinces. 

Such a narrow exposition of the laws concerning the 
Jews — an exposition which is inconsistent with their 
spirit — affects not individuals and families alone, 
but sometimes causes the complete ruin of entire 
Jewish communities. An instance of this kind arose 
only 3 or 4 years ago, when the Southern portion 
of Bessarabia was retroceded to Russia. By the law 
of the 27th October, 1858, Jews were prohibited from 
settling, after the promulgation of such law, within a 
distance of 50 verts from the new frontier. According 
to the legal axiom that no law should be retrospective 

1 "Semper in dubfia benigniora praefereadft aunt." L. 56, D. 50, 
Vol. XVII. 



in its effect, one would suppose that the law of 1858, 
could not poaaibly apply to the Jews settled for centuries 
in the recoyered district ; nevertheless thousands of 
Jewish families were expelled out of it, beyond the 
prescribed limit of fifty verts from the frontier. It is 
not alone the old laws, the true si_;^l^fication and object 
of which hare lapsed by the efflux of time, but also 
those of recent origin that are frequently subject to 
diversity of interpretation by various administrative 
institutions. For example the "Temporary Hegulations" 
issued in 1882, forbidding the Jews to settle beyond 
towns and small townships aftbrded convenient pretexts 
for the expulsion of Jews by communial decrees from 
villages and haralets, and these decrees were confirmed 
by the local administrative authorities. "While residing 
in Kieff", cases of arbitrary interpretation of the law, 
in a sense unfavourable to the interests of the Jews, 
very frequently came under our notice. In many 
instances not only Jews of the second guild were 
expelled from that town, but also artisans, retired 
soldiers, and other Jews were so dealt with, who 
a distinct and positive law, (for some reason or 
other ignored by the administrative officials of Kieff 
or which was considered as inapplicable to that par- 
ticular town), possessed the right of free residence 
throughout the empire. If certain classes of Jews are 
allowed free residence in the capitals without restric- 
tion as to particular quarters of the town, what founda- 
tion is there, we may ask, for any such limitation in 
Kieff, after the issue of the Regulation of the 28th 
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July. 1865, and of the two Ukazes of the Senate 
of the month of October 1871, concerning the rights 
of artisans and retired Jow soldiers ? Lastly, Article 
79 of the Fundamental Laws of the Empire, which is 
quoted in justification of the expulsion of the Jews 
from Kiefi^, or of the limitation of their right of 
residence to certain parts of the town, declares that a 
special law cannot be abrogated by the force of a 
general law, if it does not contain any provision for 
such abrogation. If such be the case, how was it 
that the general laws equalising the position of the 
Jews were abrogated by special enactments of a 
character similar to that of 1861 1 

Wo have hitherto referred to the restrictions imposed 
on the Jews with respect to their rights of residence 
which proceed from a false interpretation of the law. 
But even in those avocations which are legally 
sanctioned, and generally in all their trading and 
industrial pursuits, the Jews encounter no small 
number of restraints ; to show this, it is sufficient to 
cite the recent pei-secution of Jew drug dispensers or 
chemists. According to the Fmperial Order of the 19th 
January, 1879 (which has been embodied in the 
edition of 1881, in a note to Article 17, Vol. XIV. ot 
the Code of Laws, Statutes relating to passports and 
vagrants), drug dispensers are, among other persons of 
the Jewish faith, allowed to reside throughout the 
Empire. Considering that by virtue of Article 952, 
of Vol. IX. ; edition 1876, of the Code, all Russian 
Jews are subject to the operation of the general laws 
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of the Empire in all cases which are not provided for 
by any particular or special enactment, it necessarily 
follows, that Jew drug dispensers were accorded the 
right of free residence in B,uasia for tlie sole purpose 
of exercising their profession. That this deduction is 
correct is confirmed by the circumstance, that neither 
in the medical statutes, nor in any other enactments of 
the Russian legislature, do we find any special rules 
for Jew druggists and chemists as regards the main- 
tenance and management by tliera of dispensaries of 
drugs. Notwithstanding all the clearness of this pro- 
position, an attempt was made to give such a meaning 
to the law of 1879 as would make it apply only to 
the free right of residence of Jew pharmacists and not 
to the exercise of their profession beyond the limits 
fixed for the domicile cf Jews, In order to carry out 
this conclusion with consistency, it would likewise be 
necessary to deprive Jew doctors and lawyers of the 
right of pursuing their callings, especially seeing that 
the law of the 27th November, curiously enough, only 
provides " That they shall be allowed to reside perma- 
nently in all the provinces and regions of the Empire 
fffr the purpose of engaging in trade and manufaduring 
industry," 

In conclusion we must refer to the prohibition 
against the employment of Christian servants by Jews. 
This restriction proceeds from on oversight of codifica- 
tion and a consequent erroneous interpretation of the 
law. The real state of the case is this : according to 
the principles of criminal law, no act can be considered 
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criminal if there be no law forbidding such act 
under certain penalties. Paragraph 2209 of the 
1 0th Volume of the Code of Laws, forbidding Jews to 
employ Christian servants, has lost all juridical 
signification in consequence of the abrogration by the 
Council of the Empire (confirmed by the Emperor 
on the 27th December, 1865,) of sections 203 and 204 
of the Code of Punishments, determining the punish- 
ments for its violation. Owing to this, we find that 
some administr£(,tive officials forbid the Jews to hold 
Christians in their service, while others do not. Some 
judicial functionaries take action on the reports of the 
police in reference to violations of article 2209, while 
others disregard them, on the ground that the law 
provides no punishment for this infraction. 

Taking all the foregoing into consideration, we con- 
sider it superfluous to demonstrate that such a state of 
things is abnormal; and that it only weakens the 
authority of the law, iiTespective of the evil influence 
it must inevitably exercise over the economical and 
social life of the country. 
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CHAPTER IV 

DENSITY OF JEWIS^ POPULATION AND ITS ECONOMIC 
CONDITION, WITHIN THE PROVINCES ASSIGNED FOR 
JEWISH DOMICILE. 

Under existing economic conditions, the most con- 
siderable part ofthepopulation, consisting chiefly of in- 
habitants of towns, performs the functions of trade 
intermediaries between the producers and consumers 
of the products of labour. And as the numbers of the 
class of intermediaries should be in proportionate depen- 
dence on the demands of producers and consumers, it 
follows, as a matter of course, that a superabundance 
of the intermediary element disturbs the regular course 
of economic life, creates a proletarian class, unfitted 
for physical labour, and introduces demoralisation and 
dishonest practices into the sphere of intermediary 
activity, in consequence of which such services become 
burdensome to the whole population and excite a 
hostile feeling against middlemen of every description. 
Such a phenomenon is observable within the area of 
country to which the Jewish population is confined, 
where the proportion referred to is disturbed by the 
extreme density of the Jewish population, which is 
chiefly engaged in intermediary activity. 
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The excessive poi>ulation of the country allnted for 
Jewish domicile is proved by the following figures 
supplied by the " Statistical Register " of the Ministry 
of the Interior. Adhering to the adopted division of 
Russia into so-called maritime baains, we find in the 
provinces of the southern portion of the Baltic 
baein (Vitebsk, Vilna, Kovno, Grodno, Suwaiki, 
Lomja, Plotsk, Liublin, Warsaw, Petrokoff, Kalish, 
Kelets and Kadom), containing an area of 5,085 
square miles, a population of 9,577,013 iniiabitants, of 
whom 1,216,856 are Jews, or 1,883 inhabitants per 
square mile, and six non-Jews to one Jew. In the 
1 1 provinces of the northern 'and southern part of the 
Black Sea basin (Moghileff, Minsk, Tchernigoff, 
Poltava, Kieff, Volhynia, Podolia, Bessarabia, 
Kherson, Ekaterinoslav and the Taurida), containing 
11,722 square miles, the population consists ot 
16,437,445 inhabitants, among whom there are 
1,394,881 Jews, i.e., 1,402 inhabitants per square 
mile and one Jew to ten non-Jews. In general, in 
all the provinces in which the Jews are- allowed to 
reside, presenting an area of 16,807 square miles, with 
a population of 26,014,458 inhabitants, including 
2,611,127 Jews, there are 1,584 human beings per 
square mile, and one Jew to nine persons of other 
creeds and nationalities. 

In the provinces situated beyond the limit of Jewish 
domicile we encounter a comparatively sparse popula- 
tion. Thus, for instance, in the localities lying north 
of the Baltic basin, the population consists of 446 in- 
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habitants per square mile, and one Jew to 32fi non- 
Jews. In the five provinces of the northern part of' 
the Black Sea basin there are llS'l inhabitants per 
square mile, and one Jew to 1625 non-Jews. In the 
nine provinces of the Caspian basin (along the Volga) 
we find 816 inhabitants per square mile, and one Jew 
to 2615 non-Jews. In the four provinces <if the north- 
eastern portion of the empire, the population amounts 
to 473 inhabitants per square mile and one Jew to 
4813 non-Jews. After this corao in succession pro- 
vinces in which the inhabitants are about 10 per square 
mile, with no Jews at all. The figures here cited show 
that the whole Jewish mass is concentrated chiefly 
within provinces which are already thickly populated. 
In some districts (that of Chaiiak, in tlie province of 
Moghileff, fnr instance,) the Jews form 50 per cent, of 
the whole population, and in many places there is one 
Jew artisan and one Jew tradesman to four non-Jewa. 
But by comparing only the non-Jewish with the 
Jewish population according to provinces and disiricta 
we cannot arrive at completely accurate conclusions, 
for the Jews, as is known, are chiefly concentrated in 
towns and small townships. " In the Western Region," 
say the compilers of the Statistical Tables, published 
by the Ministry of the Icterior in 1863, "there ;ire 
many townships the population of which consists 
principally of Jews and mainly of the poorest class." 
(Page 103.) We shall not take into account separate 
Jewish units scattered throughout villages and hamlets, 
inasmuch as they present an insignificant percentage of 
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the whole mass of the Jewish population ; and, more- 
over, many Jewa have been obliged, in conformiiy with 
theUkazuf the 3rd May, 1883, to migrate from villages 
and hamlets into the towns. Placing in juxtaposition 
the Jewish urban with the non-Jewish population 
in the provinces fixed for the legal settlement of the 
Jews, we find the following per centage relations : in 
the towns and townships of tlie province of Moghileff 
the Jews constitue 94 per cent. ; in the towns and 
townships of the province of Volhynia, 71 per cent. ; 
in those of Minsk, 69 per cent. ; in Kovno, 68 per 
cent. ; Podolia, 62 per cent. ; Vitebsk, 61 per cent. ; 
Grodno, 60 per cent. ; Vilna, 56 per cent. ; Kieff, 49 
per cent. ; Courland, 45 per cent.; Poltava, 43 per 
cent. ; Bessarabia, 38 per cent. ; ChernigofF, 29 per 
cent. ; Kherson, 23 per cent. ; The Taurida, 19 per 
cent. ; and in those of Ekaterinoslav, 15 per cent.' 

The area occupied by the towns, townships, burghs, 
suburbs, etc., together with the lands appertaining 
thereto, is as follows : — In the province of Bessarabia, 
out of a total area occupied by it 0"06 appertains to 
the area occupied by towns, etc., representing 39 square 
miles out of all the 659 occupied by the whole province ; 
in Vilna the relation is 0'29, or 223 square miles out of 
a total of 771 ; in Vitebsk, 0-07, or 57 square miles 
out of 819 ; in Voltynia, 0'20, or 260 square miles 
Out of 1103 ; in Grodno, 015, or 105 square miles 



1 A compariaan of Ihe urban with the rural populations in the provinceti 
" of legal domicile " with those of Kuaaia proper gives very interesting 
ruaulta, which we shull present ia a separate table, (rtiie Appendix.) 
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out of 703 ; in Ekaterinoslav, 0*02, or 24 square 
miles out of 1229 ; iu KiefF, 013, or 120 square miles 
out of 925 ; in Kovno, 0'23 or 170 square miles out , 
of 741 ; in Minsk, 0"07, or 116 square miles out of 
1659 ; in Mognileff, 0'12, or 104 square miles out of 
872; in Podolia, 0-21, or 320 square miles out of 
1526 ; in Poltavo, O'll or 126 square miles out of 
904 ; in the Taurida, 0'04, or 41 square mUea out of 
1110 ; in Kherson, 008, or 103 square miles out of 
1292 ; in Tcheringofi. 0'09, or 86 square miles out 
of 959. 

In this manner all the town settlements of the 
enumerated provinces occupy an area of 1897 square 
miles. Taking into consideration that the urban non- 
Jewiah population amounts in these provinces to 
3,373.293 inhabitants, and the Jewish to 1,802,249, 
we find that the latter occupy 660 square miles, or 
2730 Jews to one square mile. 

Proceeding then to an examination of the economic 
condition of tho Jewish masses, we cannot but arrive I 
at the conclusion that the overcrowding of the Jews ' 
within t!ie limits of iheir domicile, and the restrictions 
imposed on their pursuits could not possibly have con- 
duced to the development of their prosperity. 

The extreme poverty of the majority of the Jewish 
population is proved by official data, interspersed in the 
history of Russian legislation concerning the Jews, and 
by the evidence of various persona who have devoted 
their attention to an investigation of the condition 
of the population inhabiting the different provinces 
situated within the '* limits of domicile." 
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So long ago as in the reign of the Emperor Paul, 
Derjavin, in his " Memorandum on the Economic 
Condition of White Russia," stated that the Jews of 
the lower classes, forming the majority of the Jewish 
population, " are in a state of extreme exlianstion and 
penury.'" Subsequently, in the Ukaz of 1809, given 
to Popoff, when difficulties arose in the enforcement 
of paragraph 34 of the Regulations of 1804, respecting 
the espulsion of Jews from villages and haralets, 
reference is made to the poverty of the Jews in the 
following terms : "The impossibility of carrying out this 
provision (expulsion of the Jews) proceeds principally 
from the poverty of the Jews, who consequently do 
not possess the means for leaving their present abodes 
and to settle down and establish themselves in the 
new mode of life they must adopt.'' ^ This poverty of 
the Jews was also repeatedly repreBonted to the higher 
authorities by local officials and landowners, who urged 
the impossibility of transplanting a population of 60,000 
Jews in consequence of their extreme indigence. 

When in 1817 the Government, after the seventh 
census, proceeded to verify the number of additionally 
inscribed Jews, it was obliged to forej£0 the fine of 
500 roubles and other penalties to which the com- 
munities had become liable for not having entered 
such Jews on the registers, as also to remit all arrears 
of taxation due by them. The reason for this leniency 

I Vide " Archives of Historical and Practical Information respecting 
Eiisaiii," by Kalacheff, 1860. Part 4. 
^ Observation No. 23,435, to Vol. XXX., in Continuatiin of Code 
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said : " Jew master-arlificers are not alone unable to 
exercise their skill, but from scarcity of work suffer 
great want, and when executing orders are obliged tO' 
have recourse to dishonest practices." 

Prince Vassilchikoff, formerly Governor-General of 
Kieff and PodoHa, explained that "in the towns of the 
Western Fegion, filled with Jews, arlisana are 
numerous, and in consequence of excessive competition, 
they form a class of idlers. Deprived of all oppor- 
tunities for honest labour they are ready to do anything 
to gain means for subsistence. 

The Minister of the Interior in his report on this 
subject (condition of the artisan class) says : "the Jew 
artisans are crowded together in the places of their 
permanent settlement, in the midst of a poverty-stricken J 
population ; and they undertake work at extremely ' 
low prices, to the detriment of the durability and finish 
of their workmanship, being only anxious that the price 
of their productions should make the latter accessible 
to the mass of consumers. The Christian artisans strive 
to attain the same object by the same means, and this 
gives rise between them and the Jews to an unhealthy - 
rivalry which injuriously affects the well-being of both. 
The accumulation of arrears of taxes on the part of the 
Jews is mainly attributable to this circumstance ; not- 
withstanding that the poll tax on the petty burgher 
class was remitted in 1863, and that a considerable 
portion of the special Jew tax is annually set aside to 
meet the Crown imposts payable by the Jews, the 
arrears of taxes due by them remain unpaid to the present 
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day." ' This was the position of a considerable portioQ 
of the Jewish population, viz, : of the artisan class, 
until permission was granted them to reside throughout 
all the provinces of the empire ; but as we have alrcady 
seen they could not derive any advantage from this 
permisfion, and their condition was not ameliorated. 

In addition to this, the now frequently recurrinji 
spoliation of J ewish property in many towns, and small 
townships, situated within the limits of legal Jewisli 
domicile, contributes in no small degree to the final 
ruin of the Jewish masse?, particularly as it is the 
poorest classes of this population who suffer most 
from these ravages. 

In conclusion, we shall here submit some facts and 
statements relative to the economic condition of the 
Western region, and the persons who have eupplied 
them cannot in any way be suspected of partiality to 
the Jews. The authorities we shall cite draw 
a most unattractive picture of the misery and 
indigence of the Jewish masses. This, for instance, 
is what Mr. Bobrovsky says respecting the con- 
dition of the Jews in the province of Grodno : 
"The most considerable portion of the population 
consists of the poorest classes. Being always in 
want, the Jews pass all their time in struggling for 
their daily bread. Encumbered with numerous 
families, they live in so crowded a state as t{) exceed 
all imagination. Not unfrequently a house of three 
or four rooms is occupied by 12 families. The exterior 
1 Observation No. 43,264 in continuation of Vol. XI. of Code of Laws. 
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lOUses 13 deplorable. Tlieir interior unclean- 
IXteods also to the streets. It is stifficient to 
walkthrough tlie town in order to be aware of the 
quarters occupied by these unfortunate beings. The 
Uvea of the Jews of this class are passed in tribulation, 
want and constant bustle and agitation. Their fare is 
of the poorest ; the daily meal of a whole family some- 
times consists only of a pound of bread, a herring and 
a few onions. Their clotlies are dirty and delapidated. 
For 15 copecks (34d.) a Jew broker is ready to ma. 
about all day long." ' 

As regards the province of Korno, Mr. Afanasieff 
wrote in 1861: "The Jews live in very crowded 
dwelhngs ; not unfrequently several families occupy 
one room. Dirt, both internally and externally, forms 
a characteristic feature of their habitations. The more 
prosperous Jews have clean, separate rooms, decent 
furniture, some pictures, etc. The food of a Jew costs 
but little. In the morning it consists of bread with 
horseradish, onions, garlic or a herring. Those who 
can afford it, drink tea ; their fare for dinner is 
generally soup with vegetables, meat or fish, with a 
similar meal in the evening. The families of some 
poor workmen fast all day long, and only get food in. 
the evening, when the bread-winner brings home a 
portion of his daily earnings." " 

According to the testimony of Mr Chubinsky, in 
the greater portion of the Western Region, " moat of 

1 Statistical acconnt of the Province of Grodno, 1865. Vol.1., 
^ StAtiatical account of the Fiovince of Grodno, p .p . 582-563 . 
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the Jews live in great poverty and are very much 

crowded together; their existence is a constant struggle 
for their daily bread. The extreme poverty of the lower 
classes strikes the eye in all directions. Many are 
saved from starvation only by the help they afford 
each other, and the clanship that is so strongly deve- 
loped among them" ' 

Concerning the position of the Jews in White 
Russia and Polesie (Minsk) we find in Mr. Zelensky's 
work the following evidence : " Half, if not three- 
quarters, of the Jewish population consists of indi- 
viduals who might be accused of huckstering, 
brokering and idling, not because they are disinclined 
to hard work, but because these miserable creatures, 
intent only on securing their daily food, lead a hand- 
to-mouth existence without enjoying the possibility 
of occupying themselves in productive labour. These 
unfortunate families {undomiciled petty burghers) 
have neither stick nor home, live in the great^'st 
squalor and dirt, uncertain, with all their desire 
for work, what the morrow may bring in the way 
of sustenance ; and are almost compelled to have 
recourse to various dishonest expedients in order lo 
satisfy thtir daily requirements."* 

In the south-western parts of Russia, and in Little 
Russia, the material well-being of the Jewish popula- 
tion stood always higher ihan in the north-western 

1 Materials of the ethnograpliico statistical expedition to the Western 
Eussian refiion, 1H72. Vol. VII. pp. 22 and 210. 
s Statistical account of the Province of MitiEk, 1863. Vol. I., \>. 659 
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provinces, owing to the fewer number of Jews who 
resided there, as also to more favourable natural 
conditions ; yet even their condition was not much to 
be envied. This is what Funduklei says in his 
statistical description of the province of Kicff respecting 
the state of the Birdicheff Jews in the fourth decade 
of the present century : " There are no proper sanitary 
arrangements in Berdieheff in consequence of the 
poverty and dirty habits of the Jews. There are here 
about 500 families (nearly half of the Jewish popula- 
tion of the town) who live from day to day, trusting in 
providence. They are much crowded together, several- 
families frequently occupying one or two rooms of a 
delapidated hovel, so that at night there is no vacant 
Fpace between the sleepers. Many such dwellings are 
divided by a passage into several lodgings, in which 
ttie occupants have their workshops and ply their 
various callings, such as candle-making, tanning, bees- 
wax refining, etc. Their families assist them in their 
labour and occupy the same dens, in the midst of 
malodorous materials and wares. In consequence of 
this, an offensive atmosphere pervades whole streets," ' 
The same was said of Berdieheff by a correspondent of 
the "Moscow Gazette" in 1869: "In the parts 
occupied by the poorer clashes of Jews the streets are 
only 1^ fathom wide ; on both sides they are bordered 
by tumble-down houses, closely adjoining each other. 
Some of these dwellings are roofless ; others Iiave no 



1 Statistical descriptio 
Vol, I., p. 435. 
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windows, while some houses have only three walla. 
In the open street and in the mud, troops of half- 
naked children are at play tumbling about among tlie 
numerous pigs." ' All this refers to BerdichefF, which 
is considered the Jewish capital. 

" In the province of Teh ernigoff," says Mr, Domonto- 
vitch, "most of the Jews Uve in poverty and squalor. 
Their food is extremely coarse and scanty, and affords 
but little nutriment, consisting generally of soup, bread 
and Togetables, and it is only a little better on the 
Sabbath, according to the means of each family." ^ 

The fact of the great poverty of the Jewish masses 
is proved by other phenomena of Jewish life which are 
the concomitants of indigence— disease and increased 
mortality. 

Thus, it would appear from the statistical investiga- 
tions of Mr. Zablotsky that the mortality among the 
Russian population within the limits of Jewish legal 
settlement during the period of 1844-1847 increased, 
as compared with the preceding four years (1840-1843), 
on an average by 17^ per cent., while among the Je'.^9 
it was augmented by 37 per cent., or by nearly half as 
much as the mortality among the Christians,' The 
indigence of the Jews is confirmed by the arrears of 
taxes due by the Jewish communities. In the province 
of Grodno the amount of these arrears owing by town 
inhabitants, mostly Jews, between 1843-1853 was 

1 "Moscow Gazette," 1869 ; Contemporary News, No. 38. 

* Statistical account of the Prorince of Tchernigoff, 1865, page 641. 

< CoiDpendiuni of statistical infonnatiou reapectioK Knssia, 1865, Part I. 



doubled.^ la the province of ilinsk, the arrears from 
the Ist January, 1860, were reckoned at 303,392 roubles 
of which 76,151 roubles, or one quarter, waa due by 
Jews, the Jens forming at the same time one-twelfth 

of the registered population of this province, or together 
with the unregistered about one-sixth. It would also 
appear that in the same province among a registered 
Jewish population of 32,876 souls, 18,324 Jews, or 
more than half the Jewish population of Minsk,^ were 
written off aa incapable of bearing the burden of taxa- 
tion, this number consisting of the decrepid, maimed, 
juvenile, absent, etc. 

In the report of the Minister of the Interior for 1859 
tlie explanation is afforded that "the iri'egular payment 
of taxes ia caused by the poverty of the Jewish com- 
munities, and the comparatively gi-eater amount of 
taxation to which they are made liable."' Although 
the figures above cited concerning the economic con- 
dition of the Jews mostly refer to a past period, but 
taking into consideration the natural increase of the 
population, and at the same time the diminution of its. 
sources of subsistence, in consequence of general and 
local changes in the conditions of the economic life of 
the country, we can safely come to the conclusion 
that this condition has not improved ; and our own. 

Statistical description of tlie GoTcmment of Grodno, 1865, VoL II., 
p. 753. 

^ Statistical description of the province of Minak, by Zelensky, Vol. I.^ 
p. 06. 

^ Journal of tlie Mini.stry of tlie Interior foe 1867, part 7. 
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1 »ersonal observation of the life of the Jews within their 
confines of legal domicile, confirms this conclusion. 
This lamentable economic position in which the Jewish 
masses are placed, cannot but likewise exercise a most 
pernicious influence over their moral condition. 



CONCLUSION. 



In conclusion, it is necessary to examine the grave, • 
though somewhat exaggerated and yet not wholly 
onfounded, accusation which is brought against the 
Jews of preying upon the local population of the 
region. '" All Jews are extortioners, and predatory 
instincts are innate in every Jew," is the sweeping 
denunciation frequently heard in society, and which 
also finds expression in a certain section of the Russian 
press. In support of the correctness of such an 
opinion, reference is generally made to the predilection 
of the Jews for a pedlar's trade and for brokery busi- 
ness. The circumstance, however, is lost out of 
sight that this tendency has been developed in the 
Jews by historical conditions over which they bad no 
control, and which have extended over centuries ; that 
a considerable number of the Jews follow industrial 
pursuits, and are engaged in physical labour having 
nothing in common with extortion ; ' and, lastly, that 
not all traders and intermediary agents can be classed 

1 Thua, for inatanoe, in the three provinces of the south-western region 
(Podolin, Volhynia, and Kieff) the Jew artiaana constitute 41 per cent, of " 
the whole number of that class. Materials of the Ethnographical-Statiatical 
CoBimisHion of the Western Eusaian Region, appointed by the Imperial 
Buuian Geographical Society, St. Petersburg, 1872, Vol. ¥11., Page 199. 
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as extortioners, although it cannot be denied that 
under the present conditions of life of our peasantry, 
trading activity becomes one of the principal instru- 
ments for deriving undue advantage from fruits of 
popular toil and industry. The motto of the trading 
class always and everywhere is the same — " to buy as 
cheaply as possible and to sell at the highest price." — 
and it is very natural that traders should take advan- 
tage of every opportunity and endeavour to secure to 
themselves the greater portion of the profits from pro- 
ductions in the creation of which they took no imme- 
diate part. In this way the activity of every trading 
intermediary, to whatever nationahty he may belong, 
resembles that of a parasite, and the rapacious habits 
of the trading class are not exclusively characteristic 
of the Jewish race, seeing that the same pecuharity is 
evinced by the sameclassof persons of other nationali- 
ties. In proof of this plenty of evidence could he pro- 
duced if the phenomenon were not notorious. But 
although operations of trade cannot be considered as 
of a productive nattu-e, as they do not call new wealth 
into existence, and are only carried on at the expense 
of producers and consumers, yet the services rendered 
by these operations to both producer and consumer 
constitute a necessary function in the social-economic 
life of a nation. To accuse the Jews, therefore, of 
preferring trade to any other productive labour, 
especially in view of the fact that many other branches 
of industry are closed to them, is, to say the least, 
strange. All free avocations or pursuits are called 
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forth by the existence of a public demand. Free 
choice of this or that branch of activity, not prohibited 
by the lawa, is the unalienable right of every person, 
who, in its selection, is naturally guided by his own 
inclinations and motives of personal gain, and not by 
official rules and regulations. 

The question, therefore, to be considered is not 
whether the Jews are to be blamed or praised for 
engaging exclusively in trade, but what are the causee 
that so frequently convert trading industry into an 
instrument for fleecing the producing classes of the 
nation ? The methods and means of sapping the 
vital forces of a people are very varied — but the soil 
on which the system is brought into operation and 
flourishes is always more or less the same. A state of 
economic depression and low intellectual development 
of the masses, the want of working capital and engines 
of laboiu- experienced by the producers ; the absence 
of a cheap credit system, the prevalence of bribery, 
the arbitrary conduct of petty officials, and similar 
unseemly phenomena of our national life, place the 
labouring classes in a hopeless position, and force 
them into economic subservience to various intermediate 
agents and social vampires, who, being provided with 
money of their own (and with the means of obtaining 
more by means of credit), do not fail to take advantage 
of their position for preying on the labour and resources- 
of the peasantry. This aspect of the Jewish question 
makes it part and parcel of the whole Russian economic 
problem, which can only be solved by a series of broad 



social-economic reforms directed towards raising the 
level of the well being and education of tlie maBses. 
As regards repressive measures, they prove, as history 
and experience show, not only inefficacious in the 
solution of social-economic questions, but more fre- 
quently that they still further complicate these ques- 
tions, and so retard their satisfactory solution. 

For more than a century repressive and restrictive 
measures of every description have been adopted by 
our legislature in their endeavours to solve the Jewish 
question which, however, instead of approaching nearer 
to its solution, has, within the last ten years, entered 
into a more acute phase. 

The legislative activity of the last reign seemed at 
one time to be directed towards enfranchising reforms 
which also embraced the Jews, but after taking one 
vacillating step in advance by extending the civil 
rights of some Jewish classes, it halted midway. The 
mass of the Jemsh population continues to be confined, 
as before, to the " limits of settlement," and the limi- 
tations in regard to Jewish activity have received still 
further development by virtue of recent enactments. 
But we may ask who has benefited by these repressions 
and restrictions of the rights of the Jews ? Has the 
national and economic antagonism which subsists 
between the Jews and the rest of the population been 
atall diminished by these measures ? Has the economic 
supremacy of the Jewish element in the Western 
region been weakened, and has its population been 
protected against so-called Jewish extortion ? Tlie 
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most eloquent answer to all these questionsis afforded by ' 
the periodically recurring anti- Jewish tumults in the 

South of Russia,which clearly demonstrate the inefficacy 
of the measures hitherto enforcedfor establishing normal 
relations between the Jews and the aboriginal popula- 
tion of the region — and that no prohibitions and 
limitations of the rights of the Jews could defend ] 
either the native population against Jewish extortion, 
or the Jews against violence and spoliation, nor yet ! 
the coimtry from the lose of millions of money, and 1 
the demoralising effects of mob turbulence. A I 
congenial soil for the fermentation of anti-Jewish I 
disturbances in Russia was afforded by the iaimical 
and contemptuous spirit (transmitted for many gene- 
rations) displayed towards the Jews by the native 
population, and which is maintained by the exclusive 
position of the Jews in the matter of civQ rights. 
Their disabilities in this respect afford on the one hand, 
a very lucrative source of revenue to petty officialp, 
and on the other, inflict a heavy burden both on the i 
Jews and on the territory they inhabit. The existing 
iiiequality of civil status, and the overcrowding of the 
Jewish masses within the limits of country assigned 
for their domicile, impelling them to engage in unpro- ' 
ductive pursuits at the expense of the agricultural 
population, not only militates against the improvement j 
of the relations between the Jews and the other J 
inhabitants, but also increases and renders more acute | 
the traditional prejudices of the latter. 

To attribute the existing evU — whether it be ! 
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Jewish extortion or Russian exacting rapacity — 
to certain national peciiliaritieB is to divert atten- 
tion from the true sources of the mischief which 
spring from the conditions of life of the labour- 
ing classes. If the soil that nourishes the evil be 
removed, the evil itself must vanish, If there be 
among the Jews, as among other races, a certain 
number of individuals of vicious and anti-social ten- 
dencies, it does not follow that all Jews are equally 
bad. Nevertheless a sweeping generalization is but 
too frequently applied to the Jews who are all stigma- 
tised in one of our legislative enactments as persons 
" more harmful than useful to the state." ' 

In view of the marked disfavour with which the 
Jews are regarded by the Russian legislature, the 
. slightest cause is sometimes sufficient to expose them 
to outbreaks of violence on the part of the hostile 
masses, who are not able to understand the true 
economic forces at work which so disastrously aifect 
their well-being. It is, therefore, no matter of surprise 
that anti-Jewish riots occurred in many places in con- 
sequence of the circulation among the people of the 
most ridiculous rumours respecting some " Imperial 
Charters " and " Ukazes," ordering the destruction of 
Jewish property. These reports (evidently spread by 
designing persons with mercenary and other objects) 
were remarkable for the persistency with which they 
were maintained ; they spread rapidly and arose 
simultaneously at points distant from each other in 
1 ObBecvatLaa No. S55y, in coutiauatioa of (Joda of Lawa, Vol. Ill, 



the southern provinces, and the people were so 
thoroughly convinced of the real existence of these 
" charters " and " ukazcs " that no assurances to the 
contrary on the part of the authorities and clergy 
could shake them in their belief. It was under the 
influence of these absurd rumours that popular risings , 
against the Jews took place. Wheresoever the i 
reports found a favourable soil in local racial rela- 
tions, the movement assumed the form of an economic 
struggle and served as a pretext for attacking the 
Jews on the ground of their parasitical and predatory 
activity ; but in places where these conditions were 
absent, as for instance in agricultural colonies, where j 
the Jews pursued their avocations in peace and friend- 
ship with the Christians, the agitation was altogether 1 
of a special character, and owed its origin entirely to j 
the rumours of the alleged issue of certain " ukazes.'' 

As regards the movement in such important centreB.J 
of trade and industry as Odessa, Kieff, Rostoff on the ] 
Don, etc., it found in these places a stiU more favour- ^ 
able soil, firstly because a considerable portion of the ^ 
population of these towns consists of trading audi 
industrial classes inimicaUy disposed towards the J 
Jews for their very dangerous rivalry in almost every I 
branch of trade and industry ; secondly because there J 
are always found in such centres not a few dangerous I 
characters eager to appropriate the property of others, , 
while the labouring population, drawn mostly from J 
various parts of the empire, is distinguished for it» 
turbulent instincts and for its readiness to manifeBt I 
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them in some form or other. The humiliated and 
despised Jews represent an element of the population 
on which feelings of accumulated discontent arising 
fixim particular causes can be most conveniently 
vented without the risk of encountering an opposition 
on the part of the victims, or i-emontrances from the 
other classes, who generally treat such outrages, if 
not with sympathy, then with indifference. It is 
otherwise difficult to conceive how in towns with 
populations exceeding one hundred thousand souls, an 
insignificant number of men, generally a few hundreds, 
could indulge in violence of the most outrageous 
character. If the enmity of the trading and industrial 
classes towards the Jews be not the chief cause of the 
anti-Jewish movement in towns, in any case it affords 
the movement considerable moral support. 

The superiority of the Jews in the sphere of trade 
and industry creates a feeling of animosity towards 
them among the class engaged in trade, and affords 
ground for the accusation that they have monopolized 
all the trade of the Western provinces. How does 
this superiority arise? Reference is frequently made 
to the malpractices of the Jews in their commercial 
and industrial operations. That they have recourse 
to these expedients or plainly speaking, to dishonesty 
in every form cannot be denied, as is equally undeniable 
the Russian proverb "no cheating no sale," in which 
is espressed the main principle of so called "commercial 
morality," equally professed by a considerable portion 
of the commercial classes, without distinction of 
H 2 
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nationality. " Expedients of every kind and shades, 
from innocent deceptions to anything you please, 
excepting open robbery," says Herbert Spencer, in 
reference to English tradesmen, " prevail even in the 
higher grades of the commercial world. Innumerable 
frauds, untruth, both in words and in the principles 
of business, and carefully devised subterfuges are 
generally in vogue, whUe many of these have become 
established as commercial usages." ^ 

In view of the universality of moral laxity in the 
commercial world, the alleged cause of success of the 
Jews in trade cannot be regarded as sufficiently weU 
founded. In our opinion the success is mainly due 
to the personal qualities, historical conditions and 
present social position of the Jews. The sobriety, 
frugaUty and wonderful energy of the Jews, qualities 
which specially characterise them, are well known to 
all. Owing to their economy and thriftiness, the 
incidental charges on the purchase of goods are 
reduced, while the simple personal requirements of 
the Jew trader enable him to be satisfied with small 
profits on his goods, as also to sell them in the 
market at comparatively lower prices. Lastly the 
law, by closing to the Jews many branches of 
economic and social industry, and by crowding them 
together within a confined space of territory, makes 
them band themselves closely together and pursue 
their favourite occupation of trade. All these causes 

1 Herbert Spencer, Theorctital and Philoaophical Essays, Vol. II., Article.. 
"Oomiuercial Morality." 
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added to the experience gained by them in trade, ^H 

extending over a thousand years, reveal the secret of ^H 

success of the superiority of the Jew traders over ^^M 

their Russian rivals, who not possessing the ^H 

above qualities, and existing under totally different ^H 

conditions of life, have to surrender the palm ^H 

to the Jews in matters of trade. Mr. Aksakoff ^^M 

very justly observes in his " Investigation of Trade at ^H 

the Ukraine Fairs," " that while a rouble will be turned ^^M 

over twice by a Russian trader, in the hands of a Jew ^H 

it will be turned over five times." ^ A Jew merchant ^^| 

will consider himself lucky if he be able to sell his ^H 

goods at a profit of two or three copecks per rouble, ^H 

and it frequently occurs that he will sell without profit ^H 

in order to realize his money the sooner and to employ ^H 

it in another venture ; by rapidly turning over his ^H 

available capital he reckons on increasing his gains ^H 

in which he easily succeeds, thanks to the rapidity ^H 

and convenience now existing for locomotion and com- ^H 

munieation. The Russian merchant on the other hand, ^H 

is less active in the conduct of his business, a profit ^H 

of two or three copecks on the rouble is beneath bis ^H 

notice, and he awaits a rise in price when he can at ^^| 

once secure a gain of 20 or 30 per cent. In ^^| 

consequence of such a difference in the mode of ^^M 
trading, the Jews become very dangerous rivals of 
the Russians in everything relating to business ; it is 

clear, however, that such rivalry is both desirable and ^^ 

H 1 Aksakoff, J. IiiTestigatlon of the Trade nt the Ukraine Fairs," St, ^^H 

H Feterebnrg, 1658, pi^e 36. ^^H 
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useful in the interests of the consumers. From the 
foregoing it would appear that the domination of the 

Jewish element in the commercial activity of the 
Western region is a completely natural phenomenon, 
and one that is inevitable under the present condi- 
tions of Jewish life. But it would seem from the 
complaints now heard of the Jews having secured 
to themselves all the trade in the Western region that 
here again they are guilty, of some offence. When 
the Jews were allowed to educate their children in the 
common schools, and they did not at first willingly 
avaQ themselves of this right, they were accused of in- 
veterate fanaticism and vohmtary isolation. So soon, 
however, as the Jews hegan to send their children to 
the middle and higher schools, complaints were raised' 
that these schools were heuig inundated by Jews. A 
numerical proportion for the admission of Jews intO' 
some institutions, and of Jew surgeons into the army 
was then at once established. And so with respect to. 
the Jews it is in everything. 

All such complaints and apprehension respecting th( 
preponderance of the Jews in this or that sphere oi 
public and economic activity would be perfectly natural'] 
and comprehensible if they were directed against an- 
alien race having no organic connection with the. 
Russian Empire. But the Jews have for many 
centuries been settled on Eussian territory (in Poland' 
and Lithuania) and for more than a hundred years they 
have been Russian subjects, paying taxes to the State. 
and satisfying its exactions as the other subjects of the^ 
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realm, though treated as regards their civil status only 
as half-citizens, deprived of common rights and equal 
protection of the law. 

Such an abnormal and so humiliating a position 
of the Russian Jew subjects cannot but unfavourably 
affect the attitude of all Russians towards them. The 
latter are accustomed to regard the Jews as in a 
manner ostracized and as belonging, in the opinion of 
the legislature, to a pernicious class of individuals 
possessing, therefore, no interests in common with the 
bulk of the population. This accordingly gives rise 
to the widening of the breach between the Jews and 
the other inhabitants of the Empire, and it is to this 
state of things that the recent lamentable events in 
the South Western region in a great measure owe their 
origin. Putting aside, therefore, all considerations of 
justice, which exclude every ground for restricting the 
Jews in the right of freely electing their place of resi- 
dence and preventing them pursuing any occupation 
that may not be forbidden by the general laws of the 
Empire, we consider that repressive measures in this re- 
spect cannot be recognised as satisfactory, and that it 
is necessary for the true interests of the State and as a 
matter of wise pohcy they should be abandoned. 



All the foregoing leads us to the following general 
conclusions : — 



I. Inasmuch as this system of preying on popular 
labour is a general phenomenon in the present 
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economic structure of national life, and seeing that its 
causes are to be traced to the very bases of the con- 
dition of the labouring classes, the measures necessary 
for struggling successfully with this evil should be 
mainly directed to the root of the evil, a detailed 
examination of which would be inappropriate on the 
present occasion, 

2. For the re-establishment of more healthy rela- 
tions between the Jews and the other inhabitants, 
and counteracting Jewish industrial and other 
exploitation in the Western region, it is necessary 
to grant the Jews complete civil equality and freedom 
of choice of residence. This would lead to a greater 
dissemination of the Jewish population, which is now 
crowded together in particular districts ; to the 
alleviation of the poverty and hopeless condition of 
the Jewish masses, and would relieve the part of the 
country they now occupy from excessive industrial , 
and other competition. 



3. In order to destroy Jewish exclusiveness and to 
facilitate the fusion of the Jews with the rest of the 
population, it is necessary to incorporate the Jews 
with the local raral and urban communities, and to 
subject them completely in fiscal, administrative and 
other respects to the rules arid regulations established 
for these communities. Those Jews who would wish 
to settle in the interior provinces should be allowed I 
to enjoy the right of joining peasant and burgher I 
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communities in the places of their new domicile, in the 
ordinary way. 

4. It is at the same time necessary that serious 
attention should be directed towards the organisation 
of elementary schools for the juvenile Jewish popula- 
tion, inasmuch as the school must always be one of 
the principal instruments for the moral training and 
russification of the Jewish masses. 



TABLE A. 



Relation op Ihhabitants of 


Towns to 


THOSE OP VlLLAflKS OF 


Provxncks where Jews 


VRE NOT ALLOWED TO RESIDE. 










Number of 


Nds. 


Namea of Provincaa and 


Town 


Rural 






PopolaHon. 


PopHUtion, 


per lOOO of 










Rural 










Population. 


1 


Regiou of Don Cotisacks 


_ 


317,120 


_ 


2 


Viatka 


40,409 


2,245,270 


18'0 


3 


Ufa 


28.859 


1,268,603 


227 


4 


Vologda 


26,629 


916,655 


29'0 


5 


Perm 


64,476 


2,025,884 


313 


6 


Nijni-Novgoi'od 


41,848 


1,132,278 


36-6 


7 


Voronei 


75,196 


1,933,659 


38'9 


8 


Olonetak 


11,282 


264,406 


42-7 


9 


Riaaau 


58,605 


1,313,836 


446 


10 


Simbirsk 


50,650 


1,080,827 


46 '9 


u 


Pema 


51,791 


1,052,653 


49 '2 


12 


Kazan 


75,832 


1,539,642 


49-3 


13 


Pskov 


34,481 


684,778 


50 '3 


14 


Kostroma 


54,300 


1,022,202 


531 


15 


Kursk 


95,959 


1,726,956 


55-6 


IG 


Kharkoff 


83,690 


1,483,934 


56'3 


17 


Samara 


97,995 


1,641,290 


59'9 


18 


Esthonia 


17,455 


287,487 


60-9 


19 


Orenburg 


35,456 


569,964 


62-2 


20 


Tamboee 


118,511 


1,898,563 


627 


21 


Archangel 


14,728 


221,996 


66 3 


22 


Novgorod 


60,161 


871,093 


69't 


23 


Vladimir 


78,025 


1.090,225 


71-6 


24 


Smolensk 


71,001 


983,554 


72-2 


25 


Tver 


99,304 


1,323,361 


75 


26 


Astrakhan 


43,305 


503,869 


831 


27 


Tula 


95,472 


980,142 


97-4 


28 


Yaroalav 


88,219 


839,179 


1071 


29 


Orel 


141,179 


1,317,300 


107-2 


30 


Kaluga 


94,706 


830,110 


114-1 


31 


Livouia 


97,737 


848,417 


115'2 


32 


Saratoff 

Total 


182,334 


1,458,146 


1244 




2,129,495 


35,748,030 


59&i^- 


33 


Moscow 


253,693 


1,371,189 


185-0 


34 


St. Petersburg 

Total 


205,933 


701,761 


293 '3 




459,626 


2.072,950 


221-2 



Relation op Town to Roral Popblation ih PEOvnicBa i 

Jews are allowed to beside.* 



; 






Namberof 


N«. 


Namea of Frovinces and 


Towu 


Rural 


of Town, 
per 1000 of 


Ilegiam. 


I>opiilatiDn. 


Pc^nUtioD. 










Rnral 












1 


Poltava 


106,372 


1,833,602 


58 


2 


Radom 


52,380 


461,293 


113-6 


3 


EkateHnoalav ... 


146,022 


1,107,398 


1319 


4 1 Tcliernirav 


183,091 


1,337.138 


136-2 


5 1 Courkiid 


80,325 


508,066 


158 1 


6 ' Kelets 


74,263 


440,636 


16S'5 


7 1 Taurida 


98,010 


546.345 


I8P2 


8 1 Suvalki 


80,908 


425,492 


190-2 


9 1 K»lisk 


86,071 


443,602 


194 


10 : Iiomja 


76,949 


394,571 


195 


11 


Plotsk 


73.754 


382,347 


203-5 


12 


Vitebsk 


139,582 


676,260 


206-4 


13 


Sedliets 


76,499 


352,526 


210-7 


14 


Podolak 


322,758 


1,471,325 


219-3 


15 


Volhynia 


281.125 


1,266,838 


322 


16 


Moghileff 


162,697 


720,556 


2250 


17 


Kieff 


392,731 


1,600,460 


245-4 


18 


Minsk 


212,554 


849,407 


250-2 


19 


Grodno 


189,209 


743,209 


2546 - 


20 


Wiliia 


191,741 


731,578 


2629 


21 


Petrokoff 


136,201 


492,769 


2764 


22 


Kovno 


259,645 


785,560 


3152 


23 


Liubliu 


163,115 


571,222 


319'0 


24 


Warsaw 


203,683 


610,409 


337 '0 


25 


Bessarabia 


255,651 


758,601 


337-0 


26 


Kherson 

Total ... 


479,867 


943,846 


500 '8 




4,525,210 


20,304,397 


222 '9*^- 



' Both Tables are drawn up aecociiing to " Statiutioal Eegister," Table IL A. 

The Tables A and B show that the average relatioD of the town to 
tbe rural popujatioii in 32 provijicea, where the Jews are not allowed 
to reside, is as 59'6 per 10U0,aud in 26 provinces in which the Jews ara 
domiciled, the average relation is 222 per 1000, in the two provinces 
containing the two populous capitals it is 221'2 per 1000, i.e. the 
average relation of tlie town to tbe rural popidation where tbe Jews 
are allowed to reside not only exceeds such relation in the provinces 
to wliich most of the Jews have no legai access by almost four times, 
but is even somewhat higher than tJie average relation of the towu to 
the rural populatiou in the provinces comprieiug tlie two capitals. 
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